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The LosAngelesCounty Women’sNeedsAssessment

▪ This study is the largest and most rigorous study to date in 

the nation targeted specifically to women experiencing 

homelessness as individuals

▪ In spring 2022, nearly 100 women participated in listening 

sessions

▪ In fall 2022, nearly 600 women completed a 78-question survey
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WomenExperiencingHomelessnessareDiverse

▪ Ages ranged from 18 to 83 years old.

▪ 34% of women identified as Hispanic or Latina, 32% percent identified as Black

▪ Nearly 4 percent identifying as a gender other than exclusively a woman or man, such as 

nonbinary or gender fluid

▪ Nearly 20 percent identifying as bisexual, lesbian, gay, queer, or another sexual 

orientation other than straight

▪ 61 percent had a disability

▪ 30% were working for pay 

▪ Over half experienced a separation from a partner or spouse

▪ Over half had children-either adults or children who were not currently with them

▪ Health rated as fair or poor, with dental health being rated the poorest. 

F IN D IN G S
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WomenExperiencedHomelessness for LongPeriods

▪ Women experienced multiple episodes of 

homelessness

▪ More than 8 in 10 women had experienced lifetime 

lengths of homelessness over a year

▪ More than 4 in 10 women had lifetime experiences of 

homelessness of longer than five years

F IN D IN G S
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Women Most  Often  Slept In Unsheltered Locations



Women Experience VictimizationBeforeandDuring 
Episodesof Homelessness

▪ Nearly 90 percent of women reported lifetime experiences of victimization

▪ 49% reported experiencing interpersonal violence 

▪ 21% stated interpersonal violence was the cause of homelessness 

▪ 13% stayed in a DV shelter 

▪ While experiencing homelessness:

▪ 3 of 5 had something stolen from them

▪ 2 of 5 were attacked

▪ 1 in 5 were forced to take part in unwanted sexual activity

F IN D IN G S
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Women ReportedSignificant Barriers to Exiting 
HomelessnessandSecuringHousing

F IN D IN G S

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0

Lack of available housing that you can afford

Longwaiting lists to access voucher or public housing 

Lack of casemanagement or social services to help you…  

Lack of housing that meets your needsand preferences

Bad credit  

You’ve been assessedby CoordinatedEntry (the system)…  

Not knowing how to use computer or lack of access to a…

Lack of public transportation near available housingoptions 

Couldnot find a landlord to take your voucher

You havenot been referred to or assessedby the…

Previous eviction record  

Not considered ‘chronically homeless or disabled’ 

Criminal-legal or incarcerationhistory

Other

You havenot experienced any barriers to accessing…

Declined to answer

10



WomenReportedBarriers to AccessingandUsingShelters

F IN D IN G S

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Concerns about feeling unsafe

Lack of available spots in shelters  

Concerns about privacy

Lack of shelter options that meet my needs and…

Concerns about where to store your possessions

Concerns about the way you would be treated at the…  

Not knowing how to access or where to find…

The neighborhood where the shelter is located is not…  

Lack of case management or social services at the…  

Lack of public transportation to get to and from the…

Lack of mental health, or substance use (alcohol and…

Loss of shelter due to time limit at the shelter

Lack of shelters that can accommodatemy disabilities

Lack of medical services  

You could not bring your pet with you to the shelter

Something else   

Ihave had no barriers to using or accessing shelters

Declined to answer
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Women Want Safe, Affordable, 
and Private Housing

Women Would Benefit from 
Improved Case Management 

and a Trauma-Informed 
Approach to Services

Women Need Immediate Help 
with Emergent Needs

Women Strongly Desired 
Community, Social Connection, 

and a Sense of Belonging

Los Angeles County Women’s Needs Assessment 
Survey Results are consistent with our Listening Session Findings
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Recommendations
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#1-Supporteffortsto collectdataonandtailor servicesto 
womenexperiencinghomelessnessasindividuals.

▪ Collect and report on data on women’s experiences, 

needs, and preferences

▪ Critical to track progress on ending homelessness 

among women
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#2-Fundhousingassistanceat the level neededto house 
all womenexperiencinghomelessness

▪ Universal voucher program provides clear path 

forward to ending homelessness for all women.

▪ Lack of affordable housing, long waiting lists for 

housing assistance were primary barriers to housing.
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#3-Prioritizesafetythroughout the
homelessness  responsesystem

▪ Prioritizing safety requires recognizing the unique 

needs and preferences of women.

▪ Concerns about safety was most common barrier to 

shelter

▪ Safety was a top priority in permanent housing
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#4-Provide dignity in theabsenceof housing

▪ Women want dignified access to bathrooms, showers, 

and storage of possessions

▪ Remove barriers that prevent access to services and 

shelter
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#5-Encourageprogrammatic responseaccountability for
ensuringequitableoutcomesfor historically marginalized
groups

▪ Women’s needs may vary based on a variety of 

characteristics, their individual histories, and where 

they may be in their life cycle
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Full 2022 Los Angeles County Women’s 
Needs Assessment Report
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https://downtownwomenscenter1978-my.sharepoint.com/personal/adeleneb_downtownwomenscenter_org/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fadeleneb%5Fdowntownwomenscenter%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FAttachments%2FAdelene%20Bertha%20Video%2Emp4&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview
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