System and Policy Challenges for Adults with Intellectual Disability

Disorder who are Experiencing Homelessness

KEY FINDING:

Adults who are experiencing homelessness with intellectual and
developmental disability perpetually navigate under-funded, broken public
systems embedded with structural ableism and bootstrap mentalities.

 Intellectual and developmental disability (IDD) is
characterized by impairment of cognitive,
emotional, and/or physical function that results In
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Figure 1. Critical systems for PEH with IDD
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requires individual engagement The more people

that get piled on
each case
manager...the more
clogged the machine
becomes...the harder

“What’s missing is when people
label it as personal choice when the
fact that the care [and assistance]
that they’re being offered isn’t very
good and requires a lot from them.” it is to do the work
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communication and services and training
coordination

“There are no specific
programs [for PEH with
IDD] that I'm familiar
with. There’s also no
programs that have
specific training on the

\issue for provide\rs./

“It's very difficult, um, to
get information
shared...and we don’t have
a shared database.” /

* Findings highlight the importance of moving away from a
crisis-driven model of care to a cohesive care ecosystem.

* Future research is needed to develop and test models of
care that eliminate system churn so that all individuals
are supported.
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