
0900 Registration opens

0930 -
1730

EPIC Workshop
Cost: Medical practitioner A$400 | Trainee/Nursing/allied health A$265. 

Places are limited. 
EPIC is the SPANZA special interest group for SPANZA Members with an interest in

reducing peri-procedural anxiety and distress. The EPIC workshops teach these
techniques to help health professionals engage with children and their families and

enhance their ability to manage medical procedures.

La Trobe
Ballroom

1200 Speaker prep opens

WEDNESDAY 23 OCTOBER 2024

Next page

OPEN Forums
All welcome and included with registration fee

1300 Pain Open Forum
Fitzroy

Ballroom

1430 Break

1445 Research Open Forum
Fitzroy

Ballroom

1615 Break

1630 Cardiac Open Forum
Fitzroy

Ballroom

1800 -
2000

Welcome Reception
Dress code: smart casual

Tickets: included with a full registration. Additional tickets can 
be purchased for A$95 (inc GST)

Welcome to Melbourne! Join us to catch up with friends and colleagues whilst enjoying
a relaxing drink or two and some canapés at Sofitel Melbourne on Collins.

No. 35,
Sofitel

Melbourne
on Collins



THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER 2024
0730 Registration opens

0730 Speaker prep opens

OPENING SESSION: BIG PICTURE

0830
Welcome and opening

Dr Anna Miedecke, SPANZA President & Shyan Vijayasekaran, ANZSPO President

Auditorium

0845
Lessons from History: Why anaesthetists are grateful to a failed ENT surgeon 

Dr Colin Barber, Starship Auckland, NZ

0850
First Nations Health – what can anaesthetists and surgeons do to bridge the gap?

Prof Kelvin Kong, ENT Surgeon, John Hunter Hospital, NSW

0920
Health Equity

Dr Jane Thomas, Anaesthetist, Starship Children’s Hospital, NZ

0950
Insights from World War II on perioperative data 

Dr Clyde Matava, Paediatric Anaesthetist, SickKids Hospital, Canada 

1030 MORNING TEA

PLENARY SESSION: PAIN

1115
Neonatal pain - why is it different?

Prof Suellen Walker, Paediatric Anaesthestist, Great Ormand Street Hospital, UK

Auditorium

1145
Application of the biopsychosocial model to acute pain management

Dr Mark Alcock, Paediatric Anaesthetist, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld

1205
Post tonsil pain – an anaesthetist perspective

Dr David Sommerfield, Paediatric Anaesthetist, Perth Childrens Hospital, WA 

1225
Panel discussion Q & A 

Above speakers plus Prof Shyan Vijayasekaran

1245 LUNCH & POSTER VIEWING

PLENARY SESSION: PERIOPERATIVE CARE OF TONSILS

1345
Paediatric OSA: Preop assessment and perioperative care

Dr Kate Simpson, Sleep Paediatrician, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic

Auditorium

1405
DISE & airway evaluation 

Dr Nicola Slee, ENT Surgeon, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld

1415
New British Tonsillectomy Guidelines – how applicable it is in Australia & New Zealand?

Dr Graeme Van Der Meer, ENT Surgeon, Starship Hospital, NZ

1430
Outcomes after tonsillectomy 

Prof Paul Lee Archer, Paediatric Anaesthetist, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld 

1445
Panel discussion Q & A 

Above speakers plus Dr Clyde Matava, Jon Salicagh, Prof Britta Regli-von Ungern-
Sternberg

1515 AFTERNOON TEA



THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER 2024
PLENARY SESSION: PSYCHOSOCIAL ASPECTS OF CARING FOR CHILDREN

1545
Gender diversity

Dr Tram Nguyen, Psychiatrist, Royal Children’s Hospital Gender Service, Vic

Auditorium

1605
Refugee health 

A/Prof Georgia Paxton, Paediatrician Immigrant Health Service, Royal Children’s
Hospital, Vic

1625
Psychosocial Factors and Perioperative Pain

Dr Jane Thomas, Paediatric Anaesthetist, Starship Children’s Hospital, NZ

1645
Psychosocial Factors and Surgical Care 

Prof Kelvin Kong, ENT Surgeon, John Hunter Hospital, NSW & 

1705 Panel discussion Q & A

1720 END OF DAY

1730 ANZSPO AGM - ANZSPO Members Only Auditorium

1900
ANZSPO Cocktails and Canapes at a secret location

Limited tickets available for ANZSPO Members. Cost: $66 per person

FREE EVENING

FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER 2024
0700 Registration opens

0700 Speaker prep opens

0715 -
0815

Women's Empowerment and Leadership Initiative (WELI) Networking Breakfast
Tickets: $25.00

The breakfast will start with an update on WELI activities to date before a brief
presentation relevant to leadership in the modern era. This will be followed by a

networking opportunity, with some icebreakers and talking points to get the
conversations flowing.

Fitzroy
Ballroom

PLENARY SESSION: EXIT PROCEDURE

0830
Using fetal MRI to predict the difficult neonatal airway in fetuses with micrognathia,

oropharyngeal and neck masses: tricks and traps 
Prof Stacy Goergen, Radiologist, Monash University, Vic

Auditorium

0845
EXIT: The ENT perspective

Dr Hannah Burns, ENT Surgeon, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld

0900
Exit procedure: The anaesthetist perspective

Dr Richard Barnes, Paediatric Anaesthetist, Monash Children’s Hospital, Vic 

0915
Neonatal ethics

Prof Lynn Gillam, Clinical Ethicist, The Royal Children’s Hospital/ Murdoch Children's
Research Institute, Vic

0930
Panel discussion Q & A

Above speakers plus Dr Marta Thio-Lluch, Neonatologist, The Royal Women’s Hospital,
Vic

1000 MORNING TEA



FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER 2024
PLENARY SESSION: THE AIRWAY

1030
Pediatric airway management: navigating the Goldilocks moment

Dr Clyde Matava, Paediatric Anaesthetist, SickKids Hospital, Canada 

Auditorium

1050
Laryngotracheal pathologies

Dr Craig McCaffer, ENT Surgeon, Starship Hospital Auckland, NZ

1110
Neonatal intubation

Prof Britta Regli-von Ungern-Sternberg, Paediatric Anaesthetist, Perth Children’s
Hospital, WA 

1120
Timing extubation

Dr Andrew Weatherall, Paediatric Anaesthetist, The Children's Hospital at Westmead,
NSW 

1140 Panel discussion Q & A

1200 LUNCH & POSTER VIEWING

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

1300 SPANZA AGM - SPANZA Members Only Auditorium

1400 SPANZA Free Papers Auditorium

ANZSPO CONCURRENT SESSION: RHINOLOGY, OMFS, LARYNGOLOGY 

1300
Managing the nasally obstructed infant

Dr John Wood, ENT Surgeon, Women’s and Children’s Hospital Adelaide, SA 

Fitzroy
Ballroom

1320
Managing the severely retrognathic infant: ENT Perspective

Dr Hayley Herbert, ENT Surgeon, Perth Children’s Hospital, WA

1340
Managing the severely retrognathic infant: Maxillofacial Perspective

Dr Jocelyn Shand, Maxillofacial Surgeon, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic

1400
Panel discussion Q & A

Above speakers plus Dr Ben Hallett, Specialist Paediatric Anaesthetist, Royal Children's
Hospital, Vic

1415
Sniffles and Snacks: Unraveling the Allergy Mystery in Kids

Dr Dean Tey, Paediatric Allergist and Immunologist, Royal Children's Hospital
Melbourne, Vic

1445
Management of the dysphonic child

Dr Sarah Morrison, ENT Surgeon, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic 

1515 Panel discussion Q & A

1530 AFTERNOON TEA



FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER 2024
CONCURRENT SESSIONS

1600 -
1800

SPANZA OPTIONAL WORKSHOPS
Bookings for workshops and tours can be made when completing the online registration form.

Additional costs apply.

One Lung Ventilation Workshop
Cost: $250.00

Perth
Room

Paediatric Regional Anaesthesia
Cost: $250.00

La Trobe
Ballroom

High Flow Workshop
Cost: $250.00

Fitzroy
Ballroom

TIVA Workshop
Cost: $250.00

Victoria
Suites 2 & 3

Sustainability Workshop
Cost: $100.00

Victoria
Suites 1

ANZSPO CONCURRENT SESSION: MORBIDITY, MORTALITY, OTOLOGY 

1600
Morbidity of long term tracheostomy

Dr Joanne Harrison, Respiratory Paediatrician, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic

Auditorium

1620
Paediatric palliative care - when & how to redirect care

Dr Bronwyn Sacks, Palliative Care Paediatrician, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic

1640 Panel discussion Q & A

1700

1. How many sets of grommets is enough?
2. Ossiculoplasty in children, when would you offer it?
3. Eustachian tube balloon in children. Does it work?

Dr Andrew Chang, ENT Surgeon, Queensland Children's Hospital

1800 END OF DAY

1900 -
1345

Conference Dinner
Tickets: included with a full registration. Additional tickets can be purchased for $150.

Dress code: smart casual

Join us for the SPANZA ANZSPO Conference Dinner at the prestigious State Library
Melbourne. The evening will commence with pre-dinner drinks in the iconic La Trobe

Reading Room, offering a perfect opportunity to network and unwind. Following this, we
will gather in the splendid Ian Potter Queens Hall for the main dinner, where you can

enjoy a 3 course meal, networking with your colleagues and dancing!

State
Library,

328
Swanston

St,
Melbourne 



SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER 2024
0800 Registration opens

0800 Speaker prep opens

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

SPANZA CONCURRENT SESSION: THE NEW CHALLENGES

0830
The Magic Coat

Dr Tanya Farrell, Paediatric Anaesthestist, Perth Children’s Hospital, WA

Auditorium

0845
Neuropathic pain: Is phenotyping the future for assessment and management?

Prof Suellen Walker, Paediatric Anaesthestist, Great Ormand Street Hospital, UK

0915
A look behind the mask: Well-being and burnout in anaesthetists

Neil Paterson, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld

0940
New Drugs Over the Horizon

Prof Brian Anderson, Paediatric Anaesthestist, Starship Hospital, NZ 

1000
Results from a new neurotoxicity RCT, do multiple exposures increase risk?

Prof Andrew Davidson, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic

1010 Sponsored overseas delegate

ANZSPO CONCURRENT SESSION: OTOLOGY 

0830
The role of MRI in pediatric cholesteatoma

Dr Hannah North, ENT Surgeon, The Children's Hospital at Westmead

Fitzroy
Ballroom

0850
Audiological assessment and treatment of congenital conductive hearing loss

Stephanie Harders, Hearing Australia, Vic 

0910
Surgical Considerations for an Osseointegrated Steady State Implant (OSIA2®) in

Children
Dr Sharon Cushing, ENT Surgeon, Toronto Sick Kids Hospital (virtual)

0940
Virtual surgical planning to integrate microtia and atresia care

A/Prof Payal Mukherjee, ENT Surgeon, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Sydney

1000
Panel Discussion - Management of atresia

Above speakers plus Prof Robert Briggs, Dr Markus Dahm

1030 MORNING TEA

PLENARY SESSION

1100

Airway nightmares 
Dr Phil Sale (ENT) & Dr David Sommerfield (Anaesth), Perth

Dr Katherine Baguley (ENT) & Dr James Broadbent (Anaesth), Wellington
Prof Alan Cheng (ENT) & Dr Justin Skowno (Anaesth), Sydney

Auditorium

1145
The great airway debate | ENT surgeons are better at managing difficult airway than

anaesthetists
Speakers to be announced

1230 Closing session

1240 END OF CONFERENCE

SPANZA OPTIONAL OFFSITE WORKSHOPS
Bookings for workshops and tours can be made when completing the online registration form.

Additional costs apply.

1300 -
1500

Paediatric Advanced Life Support (ALS) 
Cost: $300.00 Royal

Children’s
HospitalCan't Intubate, Can't Oxygenate (CICO) 

Cost: $300.00


