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Small island nations in the South Pacific disproportionately experience the negative impacts of climate emissions generated elsewhere on the planet. Within the Pacific, the impacts of climate change are severe if not dangerous, destabilizing and existential. Often, they are more acutely experienced by indigenous communities and vulnerable villages in remote islands who find themselves at the frontlines and tipping points of climate change. Climate change is further laid upon other concurrent drivers of change, such as development, mass consumer consumption, growth-based capitalism, corporate agendas, social media, as well as colonial histories and injustices that continue to skew financial, development and loss and damage mechanisms. These drivers exacerbate impacts, vulnerabilities and burdens of adaptation and mitigation on vulnerable people. Climate and other changes in small and remote islands have rendered some ecological environments and habitats tenuous or inhabitable, which further places new pressures on already fragile livelihoods, and additionally, places new constraints and time burdens on those responsible for household, community and collective food security and survival. The situation is rendered more vulnerable for an intersection of differently positioned women, men and children – differentiated by gender, class, age, ability, indigeneity, life-cycle positioning, marital status, geographical location, etc. – for whom social-cultural, political-economic and gendered roles, identities and norms interplay in ways that place greater work, responsibilities, burdens for adaptation and exposure to impacts on their shoulders (Verma et al. 2011). They are further disadvantaged in terms of accessing and securing development, financial, legal and adaptation services, as well as critical and timely information, land and natural resources that are critical to their livelihoods, coping strategies, and sometimes, their very survival. 
 
Indigenous and remote island communities are active, knowledgeable and innovative agents. As stewards and managers of their environments, they have deep-rooted indigenous knowledge regarding the context-specificities of land, water, natural resources, biodiversity, marine ecosystems, and sentient beings that co-exist with them. This knowledge is embedded and intertwined with valuable, context-specific governance structures, customary legal systems, locally adapted socio-cultural practices, rights-based approaches, as well as spiritual-cultural beliefs, norms and aspirations that strive to balance individual and collective rights, and spiritual-ecologies founded on respect for nature and sentient beings. However, as climate change and other drivers of change intensify impacts and bring about unprecedented weather patterns, shocks, disasters, tipping points and existential threats such as continued sea level rise, local ecological, livelihood, coping and survival strategies are stretched if not compromised or ruptured, while both indigenous and scientific knowledge and currently available solutions in response to degraded natural systems sometimes stretched beyond their limits. In the fast-paced context of multiple drivers of change, critical knowledge, policy, and access to resource gaps continue to exist, including non-economic loss and damage in the Pacific Islands, ranging from loss of cultural practices and identity, indigenous knowledge, spiritual-ecologies, social and community cohesion, life, health, food and marine systems, biodiversity and ecosystems, to a sense of place and dislocation from ancestral lands, among others (McNamara et al. 2021).
 
This panel brings together transdisciplinary case studies focusing on indigenous adaptation spanning across the Pacific Islands, including Kiribati, the Solomon Islands, Fiji and Tonga. It draws together partners across Asia-Pacific to discuss innovative evidence-based insights, new research findings and rigorous analysis that highlights opportunities and innovations, as well as the limits, barriers and conundrums of adaptation. Papers focus on climate vulnerability and cultural resilience in Kiribati, climate change adaptation and land tenure in the context of legal pluralism in the Solomon Islands, reflections on non-economic loss and damage in Fiji, and indigenous knowledge, adaptation and maladaptation to the climate-centered polycrsis in Tonga and Kiribati. Together, the panel describes various context-specific adaptation, mitigation, maladaptation and survival strategies in locations across and within small island nation states in the Pacific. The papers highlight the way context-specific indigenous knowledge, coping strategies, collective action, legal pluralistic, and customary arrangements together challenge western assumptions, modes of adaptation and narrow individualistic and destructive economic growth-at-all approaches. A critical issue is the way colonial histories of advantage, histories of racialized land control and geopolitics of aid (Monson 2025) continue to shape and influence structures and arrangements of climate finance, international development assistance, and fair share of global carbon budgets (Fanning and Hickel 2023). Other critical issues center on real-lived experiences of maladaptation on the one hand, and discursive co-option or weaponization of maladaptation to justify opting out or defunding climate change adaptation and loss and damage efforts on the other (Schipper and Mukherji 2024). As such, global adaptation efforts tend to pay inadequate attention to the lived experiences, rights, needs and aspirations of indigenous people in the Pacific who face existential threats, and in doing so, disadvantage their voices, knowledge and meaningful participation in climate negotiations, finance, development, and loss and damage arrangements. The panel argues for meaningful and representative indigenous-led decolonial and just solutions in climate negotiations and initiatives that prioritize responsibility for climate loss and damage by the Global North, and the centering the equitable access and distribution of resources for adaptation. This can be achieved by centering local adaptation solutions and that are founded on indigenous Pacific cultural practices, customary arrangements, lived experiences, and recognizing the importance of diversity and context-specificity. While recognizing the limits, barriers and gaps of adaptation, it calls for decolonial solutions that place indigenous knowledge, socio-cultural and political-economic priorities and spiritual-ecology at the center of adaptation efforts. 
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	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: Dr. Ritu Verma
Organisation: University of California Los Angeles, Carleton University, College of Language and Culture Studies of the Royal University of Bhutan
Bio sketch:
An anthropologist whose work focuses on socio-cultural and political-ecological climate change impacts on indigenous communities in the Pacific and small land-locked nations in the Himalayas and East/Southern Africa, she has served as Board member of the Land Portal Foundation, and the High-level Expert Working Group for a New Development Paradigm. 


Panellist 1
Full Name: Dr. Rebecca Monson 
Organisation: Australian National University Law School
Bio:
Rebecca Monson is a sociolegal scholar who draws on legal geography, political ecology, transnational feminism and Pacific Studies to explore questions of law, environment and development. Her work includes the prize-winning book ‘Gender, Property and Politics in the Pacific’ (Cambridge 2023) and Solomon Islands’ climate relocation guidelines, recently praised by Human Rights Watch as ‘the most rights-respecting in the world’.

Title of Presentation 1 
Legal pluralism, land tenure and climate adaptation in the Pacific: how do we get to ‘the real story’?

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
Introduction
Work on urban climate adaptation in the Pacific has often drawn on resilience thinking and social-ecological systems frameworks, and these have been useful for exposing the multiple threads of law that govern land. However, they have largely neglected the social and material power that shapes trajectories of adaptation, and this limits both their predictive and explanatory power.
Objectives
This paper draws on the experiences of Gilbertese people living on Ghizo Island in the western Solomon Islands to chart a path forward that pays greater attention to these issues. The case of the Gilbertese, and particularly their experiences in the aftermath of a tsunami in 2007, are often seen as a paradigmatic example of the challenges of climate-induced displacement and relocation in the region. Existing accounts emphasize that Gilbertese people are particularly vulnerable due to their status as an ethnic minority with uncertain land rights.
Methodology
Drawing on ethnographic work, colonial archives and contemporary court records, I demonstrate that abstract structural accounts of land governance and land entitlements are inadequate to understand how legal pluralism sustains insecurity for some Gilbertese people while providing others with multiple opportunities to secure access to land.
Findings
Understanding how people navigate pluralistic legal systems requires attention to histories of racialized land control, the ways governance arrangements reproduce identities, and the geopolitics of humanitarian aid and development.


Panellist 2
Full Name: Dr. Glenn Finau 
Organisation: University of Tasmania
Bio:  Glenn Finau is an Indigenous Fijian academic who teaches accounting at the University of Tasmania. His research seeks to understand the interface between accounting (and other calculative technologies) with attempts to (dis)empower Indigenous communities with respect to the management of their natural resources. 

Title of Presentation 2 
Valuing the invaluable? An autoethnography of Fiji’s Non-Economic Loss & Damage experience

Panellist 2 Contribution: 
Introduction
This presentation presents an autoethnographic account of my work with Fiji's Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, developing a methodology to assess Non-Economic Loss and Damage (NELD) for communities at risk due to climate change-induced relocation. The paper critically engages with dominant assumptions in the Loss and Damage (L&D) literature, including the need for consensus, the imposition of scientific objectivity, and the belief that NELD should be numerically quantified.
Objectives
This presentation aims to challenge assumptions in NELD assessment methodologies, particularly the idea that climate impacts, including NELD, should be universally agreed upon and quantified. It seeks to highlight the significance of cultural heritage in Fiji’s context and demonstrate how a more nuanced understanding of NELD can be achieved through a context-sensitive approach that incorporates Indigenous knowledge, community experiences, and local needs.
Methodology
The methodology is autoethnographic, based on my experiences developing the NELD framework in collaboration with the Fiji government. It involves participant observation, document analysis, and interviews with stakeholders from the Fijian government, Indigenous groups, and civil society organizations. Feedback from the Fiji Taskforce on Relocation and Displacement (FTRD) and others is integrated to ensure the methodology reflects local realities.
Findings
Findings reveal that the dominant approach to NELD overlooks key cultural, political, and historical factors. A universal framework fails to account for diverse community needs, particularly among Indigenous peoples who experience loss in cultural and emotional terms. The presentation highlights practical challenges in applying these methodologies and stresses the need for culturally appropriate, adaptable approaches.


Panellist 3
Full Name: Dr. Young Su Park
Organisation: Seoul National University
Bio:
Young Su Park is an Assistant Professor at the Department of the History of Medicine and Medical Humanities, Seoul National University. He undertook ethnographic fieldwork in Kiribati for the WHO’s climate crisis and health project. Dr. Park received his PhD in Anthropology (Culture and Society track) at Stanford University.

Title of Presentation 3 
Climate vulnerability and cultural resilience in an outer island of Kiribati

Panellist 3 Contribution: 
Introduction
Climate crisis brought unprecedented challenges to everyday life, traditional practices and health of islanders in Kiribati, especially among socially vulnerable groups of people.
Objectives
This study explores climate change risk perceptions, health impacts, and culturally acceptable climate resilience-building options in an outer island of Kiribati.
Methodology
An ethnographic field study along with in-depth household interviews and interviews with healthcare providers was conducted.
Findings
Residents experienced coastal erosion, water scarcity, drought, unexpected weather patterns, and disruptions in fishing, leading to heightened climate anxiety. Oceanfront households, occupants of traditional houses, female-headed households, and people living with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to the impact of climate change. Despite these challenges, traditional social networks, known locally as “macoro,” play a crucial role in resilience, facilitating communal water sharing, labor for relocating homes, and collective resource management. The persistent rationality of nuclear tests in Christmas Island provides a historical vantage point to understand the current impact of the climate crisis in Kiribati. It questions public health approaches based on the notions of climate risk perception and adaptation.


Panellist 4
Full Name: Dr. Ritu Verma
Organisation: UCLA, Carleton University
Bio:
Ritu Verma is Adjunct Professor at Carleton University, Research Scholar at UCLA, and Associate Professor at CLCS Bhutan. An anthropologist of development and political-ecologist, her work explores the climate-culture-wellbeing nexus from a decolonial and post-growth lens, and includes “Women at the Frontline of Climate Change: Gender Risks and Hopes” (UNEP).

Title of Presentation 4 
Indigenous Knowledge and the Climate-centered Polycrisis: Negotiating 
Impacts, Limits and Loss and Damage Across the Inner and Outer Islands of the Pacific 

Panellist 4 Contribution: 
Introduction
Climate change impacts are exacerbated by political-economic and socio-ecological drivers of change, and further laid upon colonial continuities and transnational corporate-financial formations of exploitation, extraction and inequality. 
Objectives
Defining this assemblage as a climate-centered polycrisis, this paper highlights its impacts on Pacific Island communities, including existential risks to indigenous ecologies, livelihoods and cultural practices, and human and more-than-human resilience. It explores the way multiple vulnerabilities are lived and experienced in remote outer islands, and disaster-displaced people relocated to marginal ecologically fragile inner island settlements. 
Methodology
Drawing on multi-sited ethnographic fieldwork in Tonga and Kiribati, it investigates climate-induced experiences of erratic and unpredictable weather, rainfall, temperature and shocks in intensifying local struggles with too much or too little water, leading to disasters, water salinization, coastal erosion, and destruction of property, land, marine life, food systems, natural resources, cultural locales, etc.
Findings
Vulnerable women, men and children more acutely feel these impacts. Remote island geographies and different positionalities (intersections of gender, age, marital status, indigeneity, ability and other domains of difference) mean heavier labor burdens, responsibilities, land dispossession, dislocation, and limited access to critical development and adaptation services. As the polycrisis accelerates in an increasingly fractured world, indigenous, scientific and degraded natural systems approach adaptation limits in a context of inadequate resources. Loss and damage funding, reparations and compensation become critical as small island states face existential threats in the face of unprecedented sea level rise, and ruptures in ecosystems, livelihoods, identities and intimate relations to the land, ocean and sentient beings that inhabit them. 






