
	Knowledge Café
CLARE: ‘Co-Creation’ Labs for Urban Climate Adaptation and Resilience

	Overview
Effective climate adaptation requires equitable, participatory co-production that integrates local knowledge and scientific research for informed policy action. CLARE is a flagship research programme on climate adaptation and resilience, funded mostly (about 90%) by UK Aid through the Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), and co-funded by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada. CLARE is aiming to bridge critical gaps between science and action by championing Southern leadership to enable socially inclusive and sustainable action to build resilience to climate change and natural hazards. This session will explore how CLARE’s project integrate participatory and equitable practices to co-analyse local climate risk narratives and co-construct pathways to more climate-resilient futures in multistakeholder ‘Co-Creation Labs’ within the context of cities, settlements and infrastructure.
The session aims to share experiences from select CLARE projects working with urban communities in Africa and Asia to advocate for stronger integration of local and indigenous knowledge in the development of knowledge on urban resilience.  The session will specifically highlight the different approaches being used to support transdisciplinary knowledge creation and enable transformational change for the communities in informal and complex urban contexts. CLARE currently has numerous projects under the themes of understanding climate risk, risk-informed early action and developing in changing climate.  In order to produce research that has a societal impact, CLARE projects explicitly focus on co-defining risks and vulnerabilities to climate extremes and co-defining effective and desirable adaptation options often through the use of ‘Co-creation Labs’ Approaches, which bring together diverse stakeholders to explore shared climate resilience challenges, and confront power asymmetries and co-design solutions to adapt (Bussey et al., 2024; Pasquini et al., 2024). These Labs are spaces that intentionally integrate different forms of knowledge, while also empowering poor and marginalised groups to have a more active role in decision making around how their communities can adapt to the challenges presented by climate change.
Aims and Objectives
The primary aims of this co-creation session are to:
· Facilitate knowledge exchange on approaches to supporting urban resilience through the inclusive and transdisciplinary co-creation of risk narratives and adaptation solutions, highlighted through Co-creation Lab approaches.   
· Highlight the value in integrating local experiences and scientific knowledge for more inclusive understanding of urban vulnerability and supporting the design of locally led adaptation solutions. 
Session Format: 
Opening and keynote : CLARE funders (FCDO and IDRC) will provide an overview of the CLARE programme including the research for impact approaches, highlighting the ‘Co-creation’ lab and how this is particularly useful in urban resilience interventions. The World Café speakers will be introduced with a quick pitch of their topic. 
World Café: The keynote will be followed a World Café approach to enable meaningful participation, strengthen networks, and produce practical outcomes. The room will be divided into 6 tables, with the listed participants below acting as rotating moderators. Each moderator will spend 10–15 minutes at a table sharing their experiences and facilitating a discussion before moving to the next. 
Reflection round: A fish-bowl style reflection on each of the topics discussed will ensure key messages are distilled.

Next steps and close: The session will conclude with key thoughts from the Enhancing inclusive global South participation in the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Cities project. This will focus on ideas on how the global south can meaningfully contribute local and indigenous knowledge to the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Cities.
Expected Outcomes
This session is designed to share and advocate for actionable approaches and insights into delivering impactful research that is locally informed to have equitable and long-lasting influence on adaptation decision making.  The session expects the following outcomes:
· Enable dialogue between researchers, practitioners, decision-makers and stakeholders on approaches to effectively co-create urban resilient pathways. 
· Advancing knowledge on co-production for adaptation by showcasing practical examples of co-production in climate adaptation, providing valuable insights on how collaborative processes enhance the effectiveness, legitimacy, and sustainability of adaptation efforts. 
Conclusion
This session will result in concrete recommendations: 
· How co-produced knowledge can be integrated into urban resilience planning and governance
· Explore what capacities and skills are critical for facilitating and participating in co-creation labs.
· Participants will leave with clear strategies for applying these insights to their own contexts, fostering stronger collaborations between researchers, policymakers, and communities. Additionally, the event’s documentation will serve as a resource for future initiatives, for scaling adaptation solutions that prioritise inclusivity and long-term impact. 

	PARTICIPANTS

Moderator Details
Full Name: Manuela Di Mauro
Organisation: Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office
Bio sketch: Manuela Di Mauro is an expert advisor on climate, environment and infrastructure in the UK Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office and currently leads the research portfolio under the Climate Adaptation and Resilience initiative (CLARE). 


Participant 1
Full Name: Ma. Theresa L. Carampatana
Organisation: Homeless Peoples' Federation Philippines, Inc. (HPFPI)
Bio: Ma. Theresa L. Carampatana, former National President of the Homeless Peoples' Federation Philippines, Inc. (HPFPI), is a dedicated community organizer and social activist with over 20 years of experience advocating for the rights of slum dwellers. Carampatana's work emphasizes collaboration between local communities, government authorities, and civil society to improve housing conditions and development. 

Participant 1 Contribution: 
The Building Resilience in the Context of Rapid Urbanisation: A View from Informal Settlements in the Philippines (RURBANISE) project, focusing on understanding how vulnerability is differentiated across urban landscapes. This contribution will highlight how different communities and groups across cities in the Philippines experience climate risks and showcase how RURBANISE is co-creating adaptation strategies that are grounded in local knowledge and initiated by communities in low-income areas. 

Participant 2
Full Name: Dr Kate Strachan
Organisation: ICLEI Africa
Bio: Kate Strachan is Senior Manager: Climate Change Resilience, Coastal Management and DRR at ICLEI Africa. She has worked with and for local governments to build climate resilience, developing climate adaptation plans, and identifying challenges and opportunities associated with natural assets to overcome shocks and stressors associated with climate change. 

Participant 2 Contribution: 
The Designing inclusive African coastal cities’ resilience (INACCT Resilience) project, is exploring how to strengthen pro-active urban resilience planning, particularly for informal settlements. Through the lens of recent The project is working in eThekwini, South Africa and Beira, Mozambique examining how recent experiences of extreme flooding events in Durban, South Africa and tropical cyclones in Beira, Mozambique the project focuses on the co-development of  equitable and inclusive resilience strategies and a gender responsive resilience planning framework that can be scaled to other African cities. The contribution will share how using transdisciplinary, inclusive and creative approaches that include local and indigenous knowledge and foster co-learning and co-creation can support urban resilience planning. 

Participant 3
Full Name: Gina Ziervogel
Organisation: University of Cape Town
Bio: Gina Ziervogel is Director of the African Climate and Development Initiative and Professor in the Department of Environmental and Geographical Science at the University of Cape Town, South Africa. Her research focuses on climate change adaptation and development with a focus on urban governance, water and transdisciplinary approaches. 

Participant 3 Contribution:
The Tuwe Pamoja project is developing approaches to strengthen capacity of local stakeholders in co-designing and implementing nature-based solutions in informal settlements. The Tuwe Pamoja project is a capacity strengthening project working with city stakeholders in Accra, Ghana; Nairobi Kenya; Cape Town, South Africa; and Lusaka, Zambia to strengthen the ability of local NGOs to strategically integrate better understanding of climate risk and intersectional vulnerability into local climate resilient development pathways to co-create adaptation solutions. The contribution will highlight how enabling a culture of knowledge co-creation, particularly with the urban poor, can generate more equitable and sustainable adaptation solutions. 

Participant 4
Full Name: John Thompson
               
Organisation: Institute of Development Studies
Bio: John Thompson is a resource geographer and a Senior Research Fellow in Rural Futures at the Institute of Development Studies, UK. His work focuses sustainability dynamics in complex, diverse and risk-prone environments, the political ecology of structural transformations and the governance of food and water systems.

Participants 4 Contribution: 
The Climate Adaptation and Resilience in Tropical Drylands (CLARITY) project has created inclusive spaces where stakeholders, practitioners and researchers come together to co-design and test novel ideas and innovations, co-produce new knowledge and co-evaluate solutions, which it calls ‘Transformation Labs’ or ‘T-Labs’. One of CLARITY’s T-Labs is located in Dodoma, a city of half a million people and the capital of Tanzania, where the approach has focused on co-analysing equitable and sustainable water development pathways in dryland environments in a rapidly growing city region with complex urban-rural interactions. The contribution will explore challenges and opportunities of using T-Lab processes for engaging government officials and technical agency staff in a constructive dialogue on broadening out and opening socio-technical appraisal and governance processes to support more inclusive, stakeholder-informed decision making on climate resilient development.

Participant 5
Full Name:      
Shobhakar Dhakal          
Organisation: Asian Institute of Technology
Bio: Shobhakar Dhakal is a Professor at Asian Institute of Technology, previously served as Vice President (Academic Affairs) and Dean. He is a Coordinating Lead Author of many IPCC Assessment Reports and specializes in areas of climate change and cities, energy transition and climate policy modeling, climate finance, and sustainable development. 

Participants 5 Contribution: 
Accelerating Research for Sustainable and Inclusive Solutions for Enhanced Urban Resilience to Climate Change in ASEAN (CLARE-ASEAN) initiative is contributing to ASEAN members states in South East Asia for immediate and medium-to long terms solutions through co-creation approach. A two-tiered lab approach is envisioned in this initiative; the first is the Learning-lab approach at the consortium level that fosters co-learning between consortium members  and with the broader stakeholders in the region (such as ASEAN Secretariat and others); the second is, the Transformative-lab approach at the place-based research locations that co-develops sustainable and equitable pathways to urban resilience based on co-created narratives of challenges and solutions to support local actions. The initiative’s thematic focus are in following two areas (a) multifaceted and hazard-agnostic urban-wide or sector-wide response to urban resilience to climate change that addresses the structural aspects and means such as governance, policies, finance, integrated infrastructure, and other solutions, and (b) resilience against worsening urban heat extremes, including assessment, monitoring and heat management options, tradeoffs, and enabling means.

Participants 6
Full Name:      
Suzanne Carter          
Organisation: SouthSouthNorth
Bio: Suzanne Carter is the head of the CLARE Research for impact (R4I) Hub, based at SouthSouthNorth. The R4I Hub supports CLARE project teams to strengthen their research for impact capability through a learning agenda and synthesis of lessons. Funds knowledge brokering opportunities to maximise the uptake of existing knowledge/research. 
Participants 6 Contribution: 
Strengthening Research-for-Impact Capacities using ‘Co-Creation’ Labs: The CLARE Research for Impact Hub and Capacity Strengthening Hub are working with CLARE projects to understand how Co-creation Labs can serve as critical spaces for strengthening Research-for-Impact, Research-into-Use and action-research focused capacities essential for climate adaptation action. Key insights from CLARE’s collective experience of running Co-creation Labs will be shared in this intervention, synthesizing lessons learned and identifying good practice. 

Participant 7
Full Name:      
Sherine El-Watter          
Organisation: Deltares
Bio: 
Sherine El-Wattar serves as Science Network Officer for the Working Group II TSU of the IPCC for the seventh assessment cycle. She organises engagement with various scientific and stakeholder networks to increase uptake of results of the Special Report on Cities and other IPCC reports by governments and societal organisations.

Participant 7 Contribution: 
The Enhancing inclusive global South participation in the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Cities project will share how it is strengthening representation from expertise from the Global South in the IPCC process and the intention for more diverse knowledge types to be included in this assessment. 




