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Introduction 
Ranking highest in the World Risk Report for disaster risk worldwide (Frege et al., 2023), the Philippines is extremely vulnerable to climate change, both from extreme weather events and slow-onset trends (World Bank, 2022). Beyond the tangible effects of climate change, social disparities play a pivotal role in shaping the susceptibility and resilience of populations to its adverse consequences. Health, economic, and socio-political factors act as risk multipliers, further compounding challenges for already at-risk populations, especially women and girls (Reyes & Lu, 2016).

Objectives 
This action research aims to pilot test a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (CRVA) tool that emphasizes sex- and age-specific vulnerabilities in Malabon City and Western Samar, representing an urban city and rural municipalities. 

Methodology 
Adapting the INFORM risk framework developed by the European Commission based on literature review and expert consultations, a set of key indicators for Hazard-exposure, Vulnerability, and Resilience capacity (Risk Domains) were developed. Provincial quantitative data for these variables were abstracted from government datasets, and subsequently summarised, normalised, and scaled (Low-Medium-High) to each variable and risk domain. This was followed by focused group discussions and interactive activities with women and girls which were analysed using deductive thematic analysis according to the adapted INFORM risk framework.

Findings 
The quantitative assessment, which is based on key indicators like maternal and infant mortality rates, poverty incidence among women and girls, and incidence of gender-based violence and child abuse, indicated a “Medium-Low” climate risk score for Western Samar and a “Low” risk score for Malabon City. However, discussions with women and girls uncovered vulnerabilities that were not fully captured in the initial assessment. These include increased care work in supporting family and community resilience, the persistence  of violence and abuse among women and girls, poor maternal and reproductive health, and mental health challenges are also major vulnerabilities that are further exacerbated by climate change.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Addressing the social determinants of climate risk will not only entail a holistic and multi-sectoral approach, but will also require the meaningful participation of women and girls themselves. The results emphasize that there is a need for more robust collection of gender-disaggregated data and a comprehensive assessment and surveillance of risks faced by women and children to generate more evidence on developing effective, inclusive, and responsive local plans, policies, and programs. There is also a greater need to evaluate how various forms of inequality operate and exacerbate each other, especially for more vulnerable subsections of the population, including older women, LGBTQIA+ people, women and girls with disabilities, indigenous women, migrant
women, and those living in conflict-affected areas.
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