A PROSPECTIVE GRADING SYSTEM FOR FAMILY DONATION CONVERSATIONS
Introduction: 
There is a substantial difference between levels of public support for Organ Donation (OD) and observed consent rates in Family donation Conversations (FDCs). We propose a simple grading to be used prior to FDCs to predict consent likelihood. This grading can ensure best trained requestors are utilized in FDCs predicted to have a low consent rate.
Objectives: 
1) Demonstrate frequency and consent rates by FDC grade
2) Demonstrate consent rate by levels of training and FDC grade
Methods: 

Permission to access 2017 Australian DonateLife Audit aggregate consent and training data obtained from all Australian States and Territories.
All data was stratified into four grades of FDC:
	
	“YES” on AODR
	Not on AODR

	Family Raised OD
	Grade I
	Grade II

	Clinician raised OD
	Grade III
	Grade IV


Results: 

Grade I FDCs were rare (6.6%, 71/1069) with a high consent rate of 97.2% (69/71). Grade IV FDCs made up the majority (62.5%, 668/1069) with the lowest consent rate of 43% (287/668).

Training was associated with marked differences in Grade IV FDC consent rate. Donation specialist consent rate of 57.1% (169/296) was substantially greater than both untrained requestors at 30.3% (111/247) (p <0.0001, OR 3.08, 95% CI 2.06-4.59) and FDC trained requestors at 33.0% (67/203) (p <0.0001, OR 2.7, 95% CI 1.86-3.91).

Conclusion(s): 
Clinicians embarking on an FDC can predict the likelihood of consent using two easily obtained variables to stratify into 4 grades. This allows prospective identification of Grade IV FDCs with a low but modifiable likelihood of consent. Grades I-III FDCs have high consent rates that were not modifiable with training. FDC training alone had minimal impact on consent rate in Grade IV FDCs.
Grade IV FDCs should be undertaken by donation specialists in order to achieve consent rates that best match Australian public opinion.
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