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Matters of care-full adaptation: An open dialogue toward transdisciplinarity


	
This panel brings together four early career researchers from the Centre for People, Place and Planet (CPPP) to stimulate an open dialogue about the role of care and transdisciplinarity in climate change adaptation through insights from their own research and practice.
The CPPP is a strategic research centre at Edith Cowan University, based on Noongar Boodja (Country) in Western Australia. The Centre is dedicated to developing transdisciplinary approaches that reconnect people, ecosystems, and place-based knowledge to promote universal well-being. We aim to achieve this through collaboration among scholars from a wide range of disciplines—including science, education, social science, creative humanities, business, and the performing arts—while respecting and integrating Indigenous, community, industry, and government knowledges and expertise. Guided by a feminist anticolonial ethic, researchers at the Centre make use of participatory and creative research methods to conduct research that is collaborative and results in just and transformative outcomes.
Aligned with the Centre’s aims, the presenters in this panel come from diverse disciplinary backgrounds, including social/youth work, business, creative arts, and performance research. They are situated in varied geographies of belonging and at different stages of their research journeys. Through individual presentations, panel discussion, and open dialogue with attendees, this session aims to create a dynamic space for the collaborative development of transdisciplinary knowledge and practice.
The panel presenters examine climate adaptation, weather, sustainability, and landscapes through the framework of Maria Puig de la Bellacasa’s (2011, 2012) concept of matters of care. Expanding on Bruno Latour’s (2004) matters of concern and grounded in feminist approaches to knowledge politics, matters of care highlights the affective (emotional) dimensions of knowledge production. de la Bellacasa (2012) urges us to integrate an ethos of care into our research and practice—to think with care in ways that are relational, transformative, and inclusive of the more-than-human world. As we strive to “maintain and repair a world so that humans and non-humans can live in it as well as possible in a complex life-sustaining web” (de la Bellacasa, 2011, p. 97), key questions emerge for climate scholars: What do we care about? Who cares, and why? How is care enacted? In thinking through these questions – collaboratively and in dialogue with the audience – the panellists use care as a transdisciplinary lens.
This panel examines climate adaptation, weather, sustainability, and landscapes through the interconnected themes of care as: affective experience, ethical responsibility, and practical
labour in climate research and practice. Each panellist will present their research, engaging



	with care as a foundation for emancipatory research, a framework for sustainable practices, and a critical tool for reorienting human and more-than-human entanglements with weather.
Rachev’s presentation foregrounds the affective dimensions of care, examining how speculative and affective engagements with weather and landscape shape our understanding of responsibility and action. Alston and Suleman explore care as an ethical obligation, interrogating the moral and political imperatives that emerge in climate scholarship and their intersections with broader justice concerns. For Alston, care is an integral part of how we do research on climate adaptation, and she describes three care-full research methods she will undertake in her project. Suleman considers how care can be enacted in Human Resource Management in Ghana through relational accountability, and equitable technology transfer to bridge local knowledge systems. Trescott’s work focuses on what she calls an ecofeminist “outlier” framework, that reimagines myths and counter-narratives as tools for environmental and cultural adaptation. She foregrounds artistic practice as a practical hands-on commitment together with others, where care is enacted as a reparative and ecological practice. The session concludes with an open dialogue, inviting participants to reﬂect on how these interwoven dimensions of care inform climate decision-making and practice.
Through moderated discussion among the panellists and attendees, we will examine how care can be integrated into our research aims, practices and interpretations to generate new knowledge that moves beyond adaptation. This includes engaging with the more-than-human world, challenging dominant norms and assumptions in climate decision-making, and centring the perspectives, experiences, and knowledges of Indigenous and local communities.

	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION
Moderator Details
Full Name: Associate Professor Justine Dandy
Organisation: Centre for People, Place and Planet, Edith Cowan University
Bio sketch: Justine is Deputy Director of the Centre for People, Place and
Planet. Her ﬁeld is cultural psychology, exploring the psychology of cultural identity, migration,
settlement and intergroup relations. Recently she has applied her expertise to understanding community awareness, preparedness for and responses to environmental hazards such as bushﬁres.
Panellist 1
Full Name: Rumen Rachev
Organisation: Centre for People, Place and Planet (CPPP), Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA), Edith Cowan University (ECU)
Bio: Rumen Rachev is a researcher and conceptual artist, currently a PhD candidate at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) and a member and HDR representative at the Centre for People, Place, and Planet (CPPP), Edith Cowan University
(ECU).



Title of Presentation 1: Speculative Friction and Atmospheric Care: Reorienting Climate Knowledge in Western Australian Contexts
Panellist 1 Contribution:
Through creative interventions and media-based storytelling, Rachev’s work translates speculative adaptation strategies into tangible, affective experiences, amplifying interdisciplinary discourse on weather, care, and climate adaptation. His practice-led doctoral research functions as a conceptual portal, proposing that meaningful adaptation emerges from the generative tensions between epistemological frameworks. By centring care, reciprocity, and transformative knowledge production, it fosters a collaborative understanding of human and more-than-human atmospheric interactions within an increasingly unpredictable climatic landscape.
In an era of intensifying meteorological volatility, his research interrogates weather knowledge through transdisciplinary epistemologies and localised adaptation strategies. Aligned with the Adaptation Futures 2025 themes of Beyond Adaptation and The Art of Adaptation, it employs speculative frictions as a transformative methodology to illuminate alternative approaches to atmospheric dynamics.
Drawing on Puig de la Bellacasa’s (2012, 2017) critique of extractive knowledge practices and her concept of matters of care, the research introduces atmospheric care as a critical tool for reorienting understandings of human and more-than-human entanglements with weather. It privileges pluriversal perspectives, challenging dominant climate knowledge hierarchies through participatory and performative methodologies.
Integrating feminist environmental humanities, speculative practices, and performance studies, the research fosters generative spaces where diverse knowledge systems intersect. Treating vulnerability as theoretical potency, it explores AI-mediated speculative practices to develop community-centred adaptation strategies, particularly relevant to Western Australia. Rachev’s contribution to Adaptation Futures 2025 extends these inquiries through experimental documentation and artistic research, materialising atmospheric care as a lived practice.
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Panellist 2
Full Name: Bronte Alston
Organisation: Centre for People, Place and Planet; School of Arts and Humanities
Bio: Bronte is a critical realist eco-feminist activist-scholar completing her PhD in Climate Justice. Bronte’s praxis transcends disciplinary and sectoral boundaries to support climate justice in Western Australia and beyond. She is an alumna of The University of
Melbourne’s Wattle Fellowship, a multidisciplinary program for emerging leaders in sustainability.
Title of Presentation 2: Beyond “Bouncing Back”: Care in Emancipatory Research
Panellist 2 Contribution: 
“The commitment to care can be a speculative effort to think how things could be different”
(María Puig de la Bellacasa, 2011, p. 100).
Alston's PhD research focuses on the climate-just transformation of community service organisations (CSOs) in the Australian state of Western Australia (WA). WA is predicted to experience more days with extreme temperatures, longer ﬁre seasons, sea level rise, lower average rainfall, increased rainfall variability, and extreme rain events (Government of WA, 2021). CSOs provide support and services to people who are structurally positioned to be more vulnerable to the physical, mental, and social impacts of climate change, including impacts on food, water, and housing (Weeramanthri et al., 2020; Wijekoon et al., 2024).
Although climate change is rarely perceived within the scope of the community services sector and structural advocacy is limited by funding relationships, CSOs predominantly work with marginalised communities who are on the frontlines of climate change. On an organisational level, CSOs are vulnerable to the impacts of climate change on inputs (e.g., staff, infrastructure) and outputs (e.g., service provision), which has ﬂow on effects for service users (Mallon et al., 2013).
Drawing upon de la Bellacasa’s conceptualisation of care, Alston outlines three emancipatory research methods used in her PhD – the Critical Realist Literature Review, Eco-Feminist Participatory Action Research (Eco-FPAR), and Poetic Autoethnography – as a case study for how research can be imbued with care. In essence, this dialogue seeks to discuss the following prompts: What is care-full research/praxis (Sultana, 2022b), and how do we do it?
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Panellist 3
Full Name: Abdul-Razak Suleman
Organisation: Centre for People, Place and Planet, School of Business and Law, Edith Cowan University (ECU)
Bio: Abdul-Razak is an academic and sustainability researcher with experience as a Human Resource Management consultant and adjunct lecturer from Ghana. Currently, he is a PhD candidate and sessional academic at the School of Business and Law, as well as an HDR
member of ECU’s Centre for People, Place and Planet.
Title of Presentation 3: Care as a Framework for Sustainable Business Practices and Adaptation
Panellist 3 Contribution: “Care is not reduced to the application of an established theory, but it has to be constantly rethought, contested and enriched” (De La Bellacasa, 2011, p.96).
Drawing on this ethos, Abdul-Razak’s research aims to critically examine Green human resource management (HRM) as a dual-edged mechanism within Ghana’s hospitality industry. His work investigates how hospitality organisations can embed care for the environment and people within their strategic green intentions to achieve sustainable performance and foster employee engagement. Using the concept of “matters of care”, he frames Green HRM as a means to institutionalise ethical and ecological responsibility while acknowledging its potential pitfalls.
Although Green HRM is often championed as a vehicle for positive change, unintended consequences like greenwashing, increased workloads, emotional exhaustion, and managerial control exist (Suleman et al., 2025). These challenges may reproduce inequalities or create new forms of marginalisation, especially among vulnerable employees. Through the lens of care ethics, his research advocates for participatory and inclusive approaches that ensure genuine sustainability rather than reinforcing exploitative practices.
In this dialogue, Abdul-Razak explores how the ethics of care can guide adaptation planning by addressing these dark sides. His work emphasises co-creation with Indigenous communities, relational accountability, and equitable technology transfer to bridge local knowledge systems

and global sustainability goals. Additionally, he reﬂects on how “dissenting-within” can help navigate competing interests and uncover overlooked dimensions of justice in climate- resilient development. Ultimately, his framework for adaptation planning seeks to maintain and repair our shared world, enabling both human and non-human entities to thrive.
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Panellist 4
Full Name: Shonah Trescott
Organisation: Centre for People, Place and Planet, Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA), Edith Cowan University (ECU)
Bio: Shonah Trescott is a visual artist, ecofeminist and researcher focusing on decolonial methodologies, and Indigenous knowledge systems within contemporary visual art practices.
She is a PhD candidate at Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA), and HDR member of the Centre for People Place and Planet (CPPP), Edith Cowan University.
Title of Presentation 4: Leda and the Black Swan- Caring through Ecofeminist Interventions in the Australian Landscape
Panellist 4 Contribution: “Caring is more than an affective-ethical state: it involves material engagement in labours to sustain interdependent worlds, labours that are often associated with exploitation and domination” (María Puig de la Bellacasa, 2012, p. 198).
Shonah Trescott’s research explores how ecofeminist frameworks can disrupt Eurocentric mythologies and colonial legacies in representations of the Australian landscape through visual arts. It critiques the way these hegemonic structures shape perceptions of the landscape, framing it as a resource to be commodiﬁed rather than a living entity interconnected with the more-than-human world.
Through what Trescott calls an ecofeminist “outlier” framework, she proposes reimagined myths and counter-narratives as tools for environmental and cultural adaptation. This future- oriented approach emphasises more inclusive and just ways of creative engagement with, and within landscapes. Drawing on María Puig de la Bellacasa’s (2012) conceptualisation of care as relational and transformative (without idealising care), her work underscores the interdependence of human and non-human entities.
In this open dialogue Trescott explores the way De la Bellacasa’s (2012) notion of care and her own understanding of care intertwine in the way that foregrounds artistic practice as a practical hands-on commitment together with others, where care is enacted as a reparative and ecological practice. By deliberately reinterpreting myths to disrupt binary thinking in Western thought, which has historically reinforced women’s oppression and excluded





Indigenous epistemologies, this discussion explores an ethics of care that values overlooked entities and relational dynamics.
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