
	Wānanga/Talanoa/Dialogue or Workshop
Changing the Tide on Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) of Small Island Developing States to strengthen adaptive capacity and resilience


	Summary:
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are on the frontlines of the climate crisis. As countries prepare to commit more ambitious and inclusive urban outcomes as part of their #NDCs 3.0[footnoteRef:1], it is worth reflecting on what this ambition looks like for SIDs.  Resilient Island communities, who are key agents in implementing climate solutions, and the adaptive capacity of local governments are seen as beacons of hope. How do we ensure that these local actions are quantitatively reflected in SIDS NDCs3.0? How can subnational governments and multilevel partnerships robustly inform this process. More significantly, how do we facilitate finance flows back to deserving frontline communities? [1:  The NDCs to be submitted in 2025 need to be progressive and more ambitious than current NDCs to align with a global with the Paris Agreement’s 1.5C goals] 

Format:
This would be an inclusive dialogue with different tiers of government across Pacific Island States, local Island participants from Fiji, Solomon Islands and Kiribati, UN Agencies, City Networks, financing institutions and development partners. The session will be held in a Talanoa format dialogue to reflect on current NDCs of Small Island Developing States.
The discussions will be based on the spirit of the Talanoa Dialogues—Where are we? Where do we want to go? How do we get there? The session will build on relationships, and networks, and encourage in-depth community/researcher or professional reflection to advance new knowledge across communities, regions, stakeholders or sectors including Indigenous Knowledge or Local Knowledge, in ways that accelerate adaptation and include diverse voices in NDC and national policy making using local knowledge and diverse community interests.  

Aims and expected outcomes:
A dialogue on progress of the Paris Agreement at the local and regional level which will focus on 3 main priorities:
1. Local commitments towards 2030 and 2050 - Are Climate Action Plans driving ambitious climate action?  How are local, and state governments acting on their climate emergency declarations and climate neutrality commitments, what are their needs to build their resilience to growing challenges in Small Islands Developing States?
2. Local and Urban components SIDS (NDCs)- Is they fit for purpose? What is included in the current national plans, how can these be operationalised?
3. Climate Justice - To what degree is climate justice represented in Small Island communities  and national climate action plans? How can poor, disadvantaged or vulnerable communities enjoy engagement in this transformational change and globally, how can intergenerational equity issues can be addressed?


Significance of the event
As countries prepare to commit more ambitious urban outcomes in their NDCs ahead of COP 30 in Belèm, we try to unpack in this session what this means for resilience in Small Island Developing States (SIDS). It aims to address what this ambition should look like for SIDS and their subnational governments. Together, we will examine gaps identified by the Global Stock take and NDCs assessment of SIDS, consider ambition from planning to delivering local climate responses, and explore how partnerships can strengthen climate governance.

The outcomes from the event will be reported to a local government pavilion planned at COP30 in November 2025 via the LGMA Constituency engagement. The process fosters multilevel governance — meaning that local, regional, and national governments work together, sharing responsibilities for implementing climate action. Importantly, Town Hall COPs help integrate local voices into global climate policies, particularly countries’ Paris Agreement plans, known as Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).



	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1 (Presenter)
Full Name: Sharin Govender
Organisation: ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability/ ICLEI Oceania 
Bio
Sharin is a Climate/Sustainability specialist with nearly two decades in the field of climate change, energy & environmental science. Her background includes climate change mitigation policy development, project planning and the delivery of energy transitions and resilience projects in the Pacific Islands on the Frontline initiative, working with New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Kenya, and Nigeria local governments. She has extensive experience in actively influencing environmental management systems, planning processes, as well as institutionalizing climate action and Sustainable Development Goals localization at an intermediate City level. Her in-depth understanding of environmental regulatory and disaster risk frameworks has primed her 16-year career in coastal, mining, and industrial environments in South Africa.
Sharin holds a Master in Environment and Climate Emergency from Curtin University; a Master of Science: Sustainable Development from the University of Sussex; and studied Environmental Science and Geography at undergraduate and honors levels at Rhodes University. She is currently pursuing post graduate diploma in Carbon and Energy Studies at Murdoch University.

Participant 2
Full Name: Amit Singh
Organisation: SPREP
Bio 
Amit is the NDC Hub's Project Manager and is based with the Hub Implementation Unit in Suva, Fiji. He will be managing the Hub beginning in Phase 4 and will work closely with the NDC Hub Partners to deliver all the activities under this phase and beyond. Amit's primary interest is in climate resilient development and adaptive water management PSIDS and he also takes keen interest in science and investigative documentaries.


Participant 1 Contribution: 
Amit will present the current NDC policy making process, gaps, opportunities for more inclusive dialogues to strengthen adaptation indicators and resilience in SIDS NDCs

Participant 3
Full Name: Kate Brown 
Organisation: 
Bio 

Kate works with leaders and communities across the globe to strengthen their resilience, build sustainable development strategies, and protect biodiversity. With over 25 years of experience, she has collaborated with governments, NGOs, and local communities in regions such as the Pacific, US, Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean. Each initiative allows has allowed her to help islands confront the unique challenges they face.

Born in New Zealand, my Māori heritage has always played a significant role in her approach to partnership and collaboration. The values of collective responsibility and working together for the greater good are central to her work. These values, combined with my extensive global experience, enable me to build partnerships that create lasting, positive impact.

She also mentor emerging professionals across island nations, helping them build the skills and connections they need to succeed. At the same time, I work with organisations to build strong networks that can tackle the most pressing issues of our time, from climate adaptation to sustainable economic growth.


Participant 1 Contribution: 
Kate will explore ways in which to broaden inclusivity in policy making processes eg the NDCs and other climate plans that are considered to be rather top down in their current approaches.






