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“We're in the middle of a crisis here, a few more firefighters would be good.” adaptation research uptake for policymaking in Aotearoa New Zealand.


	
Introduction

The interplay between science, policy and decision making has long been an area of interest to researchers, however, there is limited exploration of this dynamic in the context of climate change adaptation research uptake into policy in Aotearoa New Zealand (NZ). This study investigates the perceptions of key stakeholders regarding the current context for climate change adaptation policy development in Aotearoa, and the barriers and enablers to the uptake of adaptation research into policy. 

Objectives

The objective of this research is to better understand the decision making context of climate change adaptation research uptake into policy in Aotearoa NZ, with the goal of identifying ways to improve this science to policy pathway. Three key questions guided the research: 
· What is the current context for policy development and decision making and the use of research for climate change adaptation policy in Aotearoa NZ?
· How is climate change adaptation research used – or not – to inform policy development and decision making? and
· What are the barriers to more effective use of adaptation research, and how might these be overcome?

Methodology

In-depth, semi-structured interviews (n=23) were conducted with policy practitioners and individuals in related roles and organisations to explore the above questions. This was supplemented by an extensive literature review of published and grey literature on the topic. Results of the interviews were coded thematically and analysed using a general inductive approach to find emerging themes and a deductive analysis based on themes emerging in the literature.

Findings

The results reveal a complex landscape surrounding the uptake of climate change adaptation research into policy making in Aotearoa NZ. Whilst interviewees recognised the importance of research for policy development in Aotearoa NZ, four key factors were identified as currently, or potentially, limiting the influence of science on policy making. 
Firstly, this research found that relationships are instrumental for research to benefit policy making. 
A second factor identified is that interpretations of uncertainty hamper climate change adaptation policy 
Election and policy cycles, competing timeframes and priorities is a third factor which impacts research uptake.
Finally, research prioritisation and funding both influence policy impact.
[bookmark: _Int_plsbzQPA]While research often involves long-term, methodical processes and acknowledges uncertainty, policy operates within dynamic, short-term cycles with a preference for clear, actionable information. Limited engagement, communication barriers, and differing timeframes contribute to a disconnect, reducing research impact. Additionally, inconsistent funding and shifting political priorities challenge the integration of independent, mission-led research into enduring adaptation strategies, leading to more reactive policymaking.
Significance of the work for policy and practice 

This research emphasises the importance of strengthening collaboration between researchers and policy makers by building trust, fostering mutual understanding, and establishing feedback loops between the two fields. Supporting knowledge translators to ensure that research addresses critical issues while remaining independent of political influences will help facilitate research uptake. Mission-driven research that tackles the complex challenge of adapting to a changing climate with a focus on transparency and trust between policymakers and researchers is recommended.






