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	Introduction
As the world continues to experience severe climate change impacts over the past decades, states and global funding institutions are committing to ambitious projects/policies to build “resilience” while scaling up development efforts. At a critical juncture where questions of political power and knowledge production become salient, this paper examines why certain resilience interventions fail and (re)produce unintended consequences and community resistance. In Ghana, particularly the Northern regions, resilience has become crucial due to the impacts of climate change on socioeconomic livelihood, where 85 percent of people depend on agricultural production for sustenance. However, climate-resilience policies and projects often rely on technical expertise, sidelining local and Indigenous knowledge and adaptation strategies. 
Objective
This paper examines how local communities’ adaptation strategies epitomise counter-modernist resilience, yet remain marginalised in resilience programming and not captured in political discourses. I explore why resilience projects promulgated by funding/donor agencies like the UNDP and government bodies are largely unproductive, stimulating unintended consequences and forms of community resistance. 
Methodology
Methodologically, I draw from extensive ethnographic fieldwork conducted in (Northern) Ghana between July 2022 to October 2024 in Bongo, Upper East region of Northern Ghana and Accra for my MPhil and DPhil (PhD) thesis. Despite Bongo being a focal point for resilience projects/policies, this paper specifically examines the Increased Resilience to Climate Change in Northern Ghana (IRCCNG) project by the UNDP and the government of Ghana (2016-2022). This project is selected primarily for its (1) raison d’être of (re)producing resilient communities and (2) its design and execution process which leans towards a hegemonic modus operandi. Based on a qualitative datasets from semi-structured interviews, focus groups discussions and observational data, I examine why the IRCCNG project, intended to reduce vulnerabilities in Bongo, failed while reinforcing recognition, procedural, and distributional injustices, as well as neo-colonial subjectivities in adaptation governance.

Findings
The study reveals that local communities’ knowledge and practices of environmental management epitomise a form of ‘resilience’ through ‘on-farm’ and ‘off-farm’ adaptive strategies that are often obscured in resilience discourses and policy. The analysis illustrates three forms of environmental injustices within the IRCCNG project in Bongo which produces resistance: first, Recognition Injustice: local ontologies are homogenised through ‘coloniality of being’ and indigenous knowledge and cultures are dismissed as non-modern/unscientific, hence unaccepted. Second is Distributional Injustice, where the ‘benefits’ from resilience interventions are inequitably shared among farmers, privileging few and subjugating many. Last, the community is not equally included and regarded in decision-making processes through Procedural Injustice.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
It is suggested that rather than seeing local farmers as passive ‘beneficiaries’ of resilience projects/policies, there is a need to eschew (a)political, technical approaches that fail to engage farmers as rational experts in their own farm management practices. Ultimately, I call for pluralistic approaches to “decolonise resilience”, Western reductionist approaches to policy and harnessing indigenous knowledge systems to achieve climate justice. This involves prioritising community-led approaches to ensure policy aligns with the aspirations and realities of communities while addressing structural inequalities and neo-colonial hegemony.





