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Introduction
Climate change is an existential threat to some Indigenous places. Understanding innovative, self-determined movement by Indigenous communities away from climate-impacted places is an emerging research priority.

Objectives
The objective of the paper is to advance knowledge of expanded Indigenous sovereignty and its potential for climate change adaptation. This objective is achieved through a case-study of self-determined mobility of Vaitupuan Indigenous people between Vaitupu, Tuvalu and Kioa Island, Fiji since 1947.

Methodology
In-depth, semi-structured discussions with people of the Vaitupu fenua were conducted in Vaitupu, Tuvalu and Kioa, Fiji, mostly in Tuvaluan language, and analysed using a fenua framework. Fenua is the Tuvaluan term for an Indigenous people and their place.

Findings
Migration and land rights are enjoyed by Vaitupu people, who are Indigenous to Tuvalu, in Kioa, Fiji. These rights were lawfully and peacefully achieved by the Vaitupu people after they bought the Fijian island of Kioa in 1947. Vaitupuans worked within and yet also beyond the colonial system of the time for some of their community to establish a settlement in Kioa. Over time, Kioans became both a part of and yet also remained distinct from the long-established Indigenous Fijian Cakaudrove itaukei sovereignty of the region in Fiji where Kioa is situated. They became part of the Fijian state while maintaining their unique Vaitupuan culture and customary governance, particularly in regards to land. The overall result was a self-determined expansion of Indigenous space: the Vaitupu fenua, now expanded beyond the island and oceanic space of Vaitupu to incorporate the land of Kioa. This expanded Vaitupuan sovereignty was not a colonizing form of sovereignty, it was a relational form of sovereignty formed by Indigenous international relations between the Vaitupu people and their Fjiian neighbours. The Kioa community today thrives as a distant but nevertheless crucial part of the Vaitupu fenua, the contemporary Kioan community in agreement that they would welcome Vaitupuans, should they need to relocate due to climate change impacts. Such a solution would be culturally secure, has no need for new migration rights, and would build on existing rights to land in Kioa already held by people living in Vaitupu.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The emergence of an expanded Vaitupuan sovereignty is a blueprint of successful, self-determined Indigenous mobility founded on strong Indigenous culture and governance, and Indigenous international relations.





