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Introduction
As cities confront escalating climate risks, housing shortages, and infrastructure challenges, flexible and adaptive urban models become imperative. Tent-based urbanism—encompassing tent cities and temporary settlements—presents a viable but underexplored strategy for climate adaptation. This research investigates how temporary settlements can aid in climate resilience, particularly in response to displacement, heat mitigation, and resource-efficient urban expansion.
Objectives
This study aims to:
· Examine the legal and regulatory frameworks governing tent-based settlements in urban contexts.
· Assess the liability and governance of tent-based settlements as a climate adaptation strategy.
· Investigate the role of temporary housing in fostering embodied sustainability and adaptive urban planning.
· Provide policy recommendations for integrating temporary settlements into sustainable urban infrastructure.
Methodology
This research employs an interdisciplinary approach, combining:
· Legal Analysis: Examination of zoning laws, building codes, and liability frameworks across jurisdictions.
· Comparative Case Studies: Analysis of regulated temporary settlements in different regions, including India’s Forest Rights Act (2006) and similar global policies.
· Anthropological Insights: Ethnographic studies on the lived experiences of temporary urban dwellers, prominently Tom Ingold's "dwelling perspective".
· Policy Review: Evaluating climate adaptation policies from international agencies and institutions.
Findings
1. Regulatory Barriers & Policy Adaptation
· Zoning & Land Use: Rigid classifications hinder tent-based urban resilience.
· Building Standards: Adapting safety and sustainability regulations remains a challenge.
· Governance Gaps: Clearer municipal and state roles needed in disaster response and housing policies.
2. Tent-Based Urbanism & Sustainability
· Climate-Responsive Housing: Tents offer adaptive, low-carbon solutions.
· Community Efficiency: Temporary settlements promote resource-sharing and low-impact living.
· Reframing Impermanence: Recognizing tents as long-term adaptation, not just crisis solutions.
3. Solution: Legally & Economically Viable Model
· Eco-Regulated Tent Zones (ERTZ): Designated areas with flexible, enforceable codes.
· Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs): Tax incentives and land leases for eco-friendly tent investments.
· Circular Economy: Use of biodegradable, modular, reusable materials.
· Smart Governance: Digital permits, AI-based safety compliance, real-time monitoring.
· Urban Integration: Positioning tents within climate adaptation and disaster resilience plans.
Significance for Policy & Practice
· Urban Resilience: Tent-based urbanism enhances climate adaptation with scalable, low-cost housing during crises.
· Regulatory Reform: Flexible permitting ensures safety, sustainability, and prevents informal encroachments.
· Investment Potential: Attracts private funding via tax incentives and impact investment.
· Community-Led Development: Participatory governance fosters ownership and inclusion.
· Global Relevance: Adaptable across contexts, aligning with the Paris Agreement and UN-Habitat’s New Urban Agenda.






