
	Master classes &  Inspiration
Indigenous Forest Establishment: Effective afforestation for an uncertain future


	
This Master Class is intended for the “Food, Water and Biodiversity Nexus” theme, and will be organised following the requested format – a key speaker, supported by several other national / local experts on issues related to the afforestation of native trees species, with a focus on the integration of indigenous values and the increasing risk profile associated with climate change.

The key speaker will be determined with input from the conference organising committee, but several national / local experts have already been identified. This includes two Scion scientists with experience in this area, and two individuals who will bring different perspectives regarding the intersection between cultural, operational and economic drivers.

We see the event as a selection of short talks, punctuated with audience questions and panel discussion, followed by a summary section which integrates speaker and audience viewpoints. The intended outcome for the audience is a deeper appreciation of the complexity of this subject and the risks posed by inaction or business as usual approaches in the face of climate change, but also the range of potential solutions and mitigating options available to successfully establish new indigenous forests.

In addition, the event will also feature input from the International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO). The President of IUFRO is currently developing new working groups regarding the implementation of indigenous values into forest research, and following a recent in-person meeting, wishes to engage with the Adaptation Futures event to 1) publicises the approach that Scion has followed to gain engagement with Māori, and 2) advertise a future workshop event that will specifically target creating successful frameworks for other forestry research organisations to engage with indigenous peoples.



	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Simeon Smaill
Organisation: Scion
Bio:

Dr Smaill is a forest ecologist with 20+ years working in indigenous and exotic forests across New Zealand. His initial focus was plant-soil-microbe interactions, but during his career has extended his research to include nutrient cycles, forest ecosystem services, tree nursery management and climate change.

Participant 1 Contribution: 


Dr Smaill will lead the development of the Master Class with the Conference Committee, and will also speak during the event, providing overarching context to the content provided by the other speakers. This aligns with his current role within Scion, which is oversight of the factors required for the successful establishment of indigenous forests for their standing values.

Other participants from Scion are yet to be finalised; a range of people with relevant backgrounds and experience are available, but these will be chosen to complement the key speaker.

Beyond this, we are discussing the event with various iwi leaders who engage in our indigenous forest research to provide their perspective on indigenous afforestation. We currently have three volunteers to speak, but as above will select the actual speakers based on the engagement with the Conference Committee to ensue all relevant issues within the topic are suitably addressed by the speakers.






