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	Introduction
Migration has been historically prevalent in Sindhupalchok, Nepal, but significantly increased following impact of the 2015 Nepal earthquake.  Sindhupalchok is a drought as well as landslide-prone area. Despite climatic and geological vulnerability, there are immobile populations who do not migrate either by choice or due to certain constraints. Migration is often explored from the perspective of migrant population, yet the perspectives of those who are left behind has remained underexplored. 

Objectives
This study strives to understand immobility and the impact of migration and climate change on immobile populations using an intersectional lens.  It examines how intersecting factors namely gender, age, ethnicity, caste, and socioeconomic status shape and influence the experience of the immobile population and impact their well-being. It also assesses how these intersecting factors impact their adaptive capacity in the face of climate change and changing demographics due to migration. 

Methodology
The research is conducted in Indrawati Rural Municipality in Sindhupalchok, Nepal amongst immobile populations. This study adopts a mixed-method approach, integrating both qualitative and quantitative research tools to capture the experiences of immobile populations. The study employed in-depth interviews, focused group discussions, community participatory tools, and household surveys.  

Findings
The findings show that intersecting factors influence access to resources, perspectives of autonomy to explore opportunities and sentimental place attachments that impact migration choices. Out-migration impacts households and community dynamics, which shapes the lived experiences of those left behind. The majority of out-migrants are male, belonging to economically active age group. Hence, the majority of immobile population comprises women, the elderly, children, and socio-economically marginalized groups. Although they receive benefits from the migrants such as remittance, the immobile populations are often left to deal with the changing ambiguous socio-cultural dynamics in their homes and community, labour shortage, and cascading impact on economic activities. The impacts of climate change further disproportionately affect and escalate vulnerability of immobile populations particularly elderly, women, and socio-economically marginalized groups.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This study highlights the need for targeted interventions and supporting policies to strengthen adaptive capacity of the immobile population in the face of climatic and non-climatic changes. Findings also underscore the urgent need to take a holistic approach to social protection programs and policies, considering vulnerabilities of immobile populations in the changing demographics due to migration. 




