	Fostering climate change health equity through local public health action

	
Background/Objectives: Climate change health equity involves the fair and equitable distribution of resources for health and sustainability that balances the needs of today with those of tomorrow by maintaining social and ecological services. This project explored institutional and operational barriers and opportunities for local public health to foster climate change health equity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: (1) Identify opportunities by co-sponsoring a cross-sector dialogue on climate change, community health and resilience; (2) Identify gaps through an environmental scan and key informant interviews by cross-referencing federal, provincial, and regional climate change priorities with current capacities, skillsets, and resources in one local health authority; (3) Draft a local public health strategy for cross-sector action targeting socio-ecological determinants of climate change health equity; and (4) Assess administrative interest and capacity to implement the strategy.

Results: Health priorities often focus on acute effects rather than socio-ecological impacts that will affect a wider suite of determinants of health. This may be driven by: (1) workloads focussed on health outcomes in the current rather than future generations; (ii) job descriptions focussed on control or elimination of current hazards and diseases; (iii) predominance of acute care priorities and (iv) perception of ‘the environment’ as a source of hazards rather than a source of coping opportunities for well-being. Perceived scopes of practice, lack of collaborative processes and resource restrictions limit incentives and opportunities for cross-sectoral collaborations. Despite these limitations, there is a strong shared desire to ‘do more’ about climate change and recognition that community resilience will be predicated on local actions that sustain socio-ecological capacities and opportunities. Strategic planning will be completed in the winter of 2019.

Discussion: Health and wellbeing benefits from reciprocal care of each other, our communities and nature; however, these benefits do not fall on all people equally because of inequitable access to socio-ecological sources of climate change resilience. Fostering climate change health equity is in the long-term public health interest, but fundamental reframing of local roles and responsibilities will be needed. The strategic plan will be presented at this conference. 
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