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	Introduction

Climate change is a pressing global challenge, complicated by data accessibility, uncertainties in predictive modeling, and the integration of socio-economic and environmental variables. Traditional climate research often overlooks how social factors like gender, ethnicity, race, age, disability, and socioeconomic status interact, creating unique vulnerabilities. An intersectional approach examines these social factors, identifying how they shape complex inequalities and vulnerabilities. For instance, low-income, minority, or indigenous peoples face compounded risks, further complicated by gender, age, or disability. Integrating intersectionality into climate research encourages diverse voices in decision-making, ensuring vulnerable groups shape policies. 
In this frame, this paper presents research from the ASCEND project, which examines climate justice through intersectional lenses, integrating vulnerability, resilience, and socio-ecological transformation concepts.
Objectives
This paper aims to evaluate how states, regions, cities, or communities have integrated gender, minority, youth, migrants’ and other social perspectives into their adaptation plans, promoting cross-fertilization of ideas. The focus is on cases that have adopted an intersectional approach.

Methodology
Qualitative literature review and intersectional analysis of n=35 case studies. 

Findings
Intersectionality serves as both a theoretical lens and a practical method for addressing intersecting vulnerabilities. Our of 35 case studies, 16 case studies are grounded in theory, 19 combine theoretical and practical elements. Despite the growing importance of intersectionality in environmental policies, limited evidence exists of its explicit inclusion in adaptation plans. Institutional and political structures often lack the capacity, resources, and commitment for effective intersectional analysis. Vulnerability is shaped by the dynamic interplay of personal, environmental, and social factors. Understanding these intersections is key to protecting vulnerable individuals. Examined case studies reveal how gender and caste intersect to shape climate adaptation efforts in Nepal, while social isolation or digital disability affects older adults in Europe. These examples suggest a slow advancement toward a dynamic and contextual interplay approach to intersectionality. Strengthening neighbourhood and civic networks, as highlighted by the City of Vienna’s case study, is essential for addressing needs and fostering shared responsibility. Future research should focus on methodologies, decision-support tools, and participatory frameworks for applying intersectionality in adaptation planning, embedding it in institutional structures, engaging marginalized communities, and designing metrics for evaluating equity and inclusivity in adaptation initiatives.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The paper emphasizes the need for practical tools to implement intersectional approaches in climate adaptation, including frameworks, guidelines, and metrics. It highlights the importance of resources, institutional support, and community engagement. Strengthening neighborhood networks and learning from marginalized groups' experiences are crucial for effective and inclusive climate resilience strategies






