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Objective of Session: A dynamic presentation by Canadian experts on experiences using evidence about health and social inequities to inform practice at the federal, regional and local level.  Through a series of integrated presentations, participants will learn about the significant advances undertaken in Canada to develop datasets for measuring and monitoring health inequalities; to create powerful mapping tools that overlap health, social, economic and environmental data; to describe tools and methods to mobilize knowledge and inform and translate this information into policy including with specific reference to diverse Indigenous populations to achieve the sustainable development goals (SDGs). Featured examples include: Pan-Canadian inequalities reporting, the creation of an online date tool for Indigenous children and youth. 

Moderator: Dr. Margo Greenwood (TBC)  

Presenter 1: Mrs. Marie DesMeules, Director, Social Determinants of Health Division, Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Equity, Public Health Agency of Canada

Abstract: Overview of the Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Report (20 minutes)
· Improving national health inequalities monitoring and reporting systems is critical for informing effective action to improve health equity. The Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Reporting Initiative provides a foundation of data and evidence to support collaborative efforts to reduce health inequalities in Canada. UN General Assembly resolution for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes 17 goals, many of which are relevant to the social determinants of health:  Goal 10, which is specifically focused on reducing inequalities within and among countries; Goal 17 includes an emphasis on data, monitoring and accountability – specifically, increasing the availability of high quality data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other factors relevant in national contexts (e.g. Indigenous identity; LGBTQ2)

· The Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Reporting initiative is a joint venture between the Public Health Agency of Canada, the Canadian Institute for Health Information and Statistics Canada, in collaboration with the Pan-Canadian Public Health Network. Mrs. DesMeules will present an overview of this analytical report on key health inequalities in Canada. She will elaborate on the importance of the engagement of National Indigenous Organizations in  creating this broad range of data and knowledge translation products, and how  making it accessible to others:
· Allows for a comprehensive and systematic assessment of the state of health inequalities in Canada;
· Supports focused Federal/Provincial/Territorial (F/P/T) action through increased access to targeted health inequalities knowledge; and
· Promotes F/P/T collaboration and accountability for the reduction of health inequalities in order to achieve SDGs.


Presenter 2:  Dr. Margo Greenwood; (20 minutes)
Dr. Greenwood will present work from the Public Health Agency of Canada, in collaboration with the Canadian Council on Social Determinants of Health and the Canadian Institute of Child Health, on Indigenous children’s health. In this collaboration, over 80 indicators on Indigenous child health and well-being were used to support action to address Indigenous children’s inequalities in Canada. The indicators from existing data sources bring together, in one user-friendly online module (https://cichprofile.ca/module/7/), data about Indigenous children in Canada, including where they live, socio-economic issues, family structures, community supports and challenges, health services, environmental impacts, and developmental outcomes. Based on a Determinants of Health Model developed by Dr. Greenwood, the module examines the impacts of structural, systemic, community and family enablers on individual health and well-being. The online resource also provides innovative examples that detail how data on Indigenous children has been used by others to make positive changes in the lives of Indigenous children in Canada and highlights some of Canada’s contribution to the Goal 17, as it focuses on the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development. 
Dr. Greenwood will also describe how her organization, the National Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal Health with the support of the Public Health Agency of Canada, built on the data presented in the Module, with a report entitled, Indigenous early childhood development in Canada:  Current state of knowledge and future directions. This report provides an overview of the current state of knowledge and the knowledge gaps that exist on the health and well-being of Indigenous children, and highlights future directions for programs and policies for Indigenous early childhood development. This module is an example of the concrete actions towards achieving to Goal 10 of SDGs, which is specifically focused on reducing inequalities within and among countries.  

Presenter 3:   Speakers from First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Indigenous Services Canada (TBD) and/ or from First Nations Information Governance Centre; (20 minutes)

Speaker(s) will describe how the Government of Canada is responding to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's 94 Calls to Action to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance reconciliation between Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians. The overview of work that continues within the Government of Canada to advance the Calls to Action will be provided.
The presentation will emphasize the importance of early engagement with National indigenous Organisations in National and sub-national Initiatives  through the example of Health Inequalities Reporting Initiative; and how this a meaningful l engagement directly responds to the Truth and Reconciliation call and contributes to the achievement of the SDG’s goal # 10 to reduce inequality within among countries. 

Qs and As: 30 min
Discussion among the panel members and their engagement with the participants will provide a unique opportunity to link the contribution of health indicators to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).



Contact Information:

· Ms. Marie DesMeules: 918B-785 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A 0K9; E-mail: marie.desmeules@canada.ca; Telephone: 1- 613 952-3285 
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