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Introduction
Climate justice is a critical, multidimensional issue for the Pacific, where communities face disproportionate risks from Climate Change, which threatens livelihoods, ecosystems, and cultural heritage. Many communities struggle with limited access to climate finance and resources needed for adaptation. Achieving climate justice requires fair access to resources and funding, inclusive decision-making, and the integration of Indigenous knowledge into adaptation strategies. 

This study presents key insights from stakeholder consultations across the Pacific, highlighting challenges, opportunities, and pathways for strengthening climate justice efforts in the region.


Objectives
The aim of this paper is to assess gaps in the integration of climate justice in adaptation programs in the Pacific region. It will also examine how efforts can be strengthened to ensure adaptation efforts are inclusive, equitable, and effective enough to help promote climate justice, especially for marginalised and vulnerable communities.


Methodology
Stakeholder consultations were conducted with representatives from civil society, government agencies, and community organizations across the Pacific. A qualitative approach, including focus groups and interviews, was used to gather insights on climate adaptation efforts and assess gaps. 


Findings
The findings revealed gaps in climate justice efforts, such as a focus on short-term project outcomes rather than long-term systemic change that would enable communities to be financially independent. There is a lack of support for remote communities facing climate challenges and insufficient integration of Indigenous knowledge into policies and adaptation efforts. There is also a need for stronger community engagement and providing technical support for adaptation strategies.

The findings of this research revealed that many Pacific Island communities struggle with equitable access to climate finance and resources required for adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change. There were calls for clearer and more practical policies and strategies, as well as equitable funding to support affected communities. Stakeholders also emphasized the need for increased financial literacy at grassroot levels and simplified funding processes to ensure that financial resources reach those most in need. 

Finally, there is a need for regional strategies to be better aligned with national and local priorities and climate adaptation plans. Strengthening regional collaboration through a dedicated steering committee was identified as an opportunity to improve coordination, prevent duplication of projects, and promote climate adaptation strategies, especially in the remote areas of the Pacific.


Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This study offers valuable insights for policymakers, practitioners, and development partners working to advance climate justice and climate adaptation in the Pacific. Ensuring equitable access to climate finance, expanding outreach to marginalized communities, and fostering inclusive collaboration are essential for just adaptation. Integrating Indigenous knowledge, strengthening community resilience, and prioritizing Pacific-led solutions uphold the rights of vulnerable populations and would ensure that adaptation strategies reflect local needs and priorities. A coordinated, justice-driven approach is urgent to address systemic inequalities and ensure all communities have the resources and support needed to adapt to Climate Change.








