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Introduction
Nature-based Solutions (NbS) for climate change provide the opportunity to deliver adaptation and mitigation, at the same time as supporting the recovery of biodiversity and providing a wide range of other benefits for people.  Whilst there have been many good examples of nature-based solutions globally, there have also been too many examples of poor implementation and significant evidence gaps remain.  The Nature Returns programme in England, UK, is a large government-funded programme, piloting approaches to NbS in areas managed for multiple objectives.  Much of its work is focussed on six contrasting locations, including urban areas, mixed agricultural landscapes and areas largely managed for nature conservation.

Objectives
To assess what works in implementing nature-based solutions for climate change within landscapes delivering multiple benefits, including food, water and recreation.

Methodology
Habitat creation and restoration with baseline scientific assessments of soil and vegetation
Characterisation of immediate benefits delivered for local communities 
Assessment of the opportunities and barriers to effective implementation, including those associated with blending government and private finance.

Findings
There are a wide range of potential options for providing adaptation and mitigation benefits through NbS in England, including tree planting, natural regeneration of scrub and trees, restoring wetland and stream hydrology and creation of species rich grasslands.
Within complex managed landscapes, effective targeting of NbS to specific, often very localised, areas is important.
Effective implementation requires local knowledge, experience and leadership, supported by expert advice and appropriate funding.  Flexibility is a key requirement including the ability to adapt to climate variability and change.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The UK government is developing a new Land Use Framework for England to guide decision-making about to deliver multiple objectives.  This includes climate change mitigation and adaptation and nature recovery alongside food production and increasing home-building. Nature Returns programme will inform the implementation of this framework in terms of both policy and practice.  It will contribute to the delivery of the National Adaptation Programme and net zero and biodiversity targets.  Whilst the programme is UK-based, many other countries around the world face similar challenges.






