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Climate governance, adaptation, and human rights: Insights from São Paulo’s Resilient Municipalities Project


	Introduction
A safe climate is essential for a healthy environment and human well-being. The failure of states to adopt adequate measures against climate change threatens this and other human rights. States have the duty to prevent foreseeable adverse climate impacts and ensure that vulnerable populations have the means to adapt and live with dignity.

Objectives 
This article analyzes aspects of urban climate governance with a focus on adaptation and the promotion and protection of human rights. This article argues that threats to human rights in cities arise not from climate change itself, but from the lack or failure of adequate political actions aimed at mitigating climate change, enhancing adaptation capacity, and building resilience for vulnerable social groups.

Methodology 
The methodology consists of two approaches: literature review and case study. The literature review was conducted to establish a theoretical foundation on urban climate governance, adaptation, and human rights, identifying five key aspects of climate governance essential for ensuring the promotion and protection of human rights: multilevel, multi-actor, multisectoral, multidimensional, and knowledge-inclusive. 
The case study analyzes the “São Paulo’s Resilient Municipalities Project”, which serves as an empirical illustration of climate governance dynamics in a specific context, providing insights into the successes and challenges of adaptation governance. In addition to documentary research on the project, the first author attended meetings and activities carried out within the project's scope between 2020 and 2022. 

Findings 
The analysis of São Paulo’s Resilient Municipalities Project revealed that by adopting an urban climate governance perspective that is multilevel, multi-actor, multisectoral, multidimensional, and multi-knowledge, public policies can more effectively promote and protect human rights while enhancing populations’ adaptation to the challenges of the climate emergency in Brazilian cities. The project analyzed showcased key elements of good climate governance within these perspectives, which can be replicated in the Brazilian context. It serves as a valuable reference for improving climate adaptation policies in Brazil since its governance model demonstrates practical ways to integrate multiple actors and knowledge systems, showcasing how municipal-level initiatives can influence broader climate governance frameworks at regional and national scales.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This study contributes to the academic and policy debate by proposing a multidimensional framework for urban climate governance. This work provides valuable insights for policy and practice by highlighting key governance strategies that enhance climate adaptation and human rights protection, offering five practical recommendations to strengthen multilevel coordination, stakeholder engagement, and inclusive policy integration.
1. Strengthening coordination and cooperation across governance levels;
2. Promoting participation and engagement of stakeholders from diverse social sectors in the climate governance process, ensuring equitable and inclusive representation;
3. Integrating and coordinating policies and actions related to climate adaptation and resilience across different sectors, with a focus on reducing inequalities and promoting equity;
4. Adopting an integrated and inclusive approach to climate impacts, considering the interconnections between different dimensions of urban life and being sensitive to the needs and priorities of the most vulnerable communities;
5. Integrating and valuing multiple knowledge systems (scientific, traditional, Indigenous, ecological, and community-based) in climate governance.







