
	Paper
Advancing tamariki/children and rangatahi/young people’s rights in a changing climate: a critical exploration of climate assembly processes involving children in Porirua, Aotearoa New Zealand

	
Introduction
Climate change is increasingly being recognised as a crisis for children’s rights, impacting particularly harshly on poor, Indigenous, migrant, disabled, and displaced children in ways that entrench existing inequities (IPCC, 2023). Of all affected groups, children and future generations are the populations who will live the longest with the impacts of climate change (Clark et al, 2020; Kotzé & Knappe, 2023; Lancet, 2024). Yet to date, both have largely been excluded from climate change decision-making, including here in Aotearoa New Zealand.
Recent waves of climate protest and litigation have helped catalyse renewed interest in deliberative processes like climate assemblies as opportunities to engage young people’s voices. In this paper I outline research which evaluates the process and impact of tamariki/children and rangatahi/young people’s engagement in a citizen assembly process in Porirua New Zealand.
Objectives
This presentation discusses preliminary findings and themes emerging from my PhD research, which set out to explore in what ways and to what extent children’s involvement in deliberative processes like climate assemblies may advance children’s climate rights. To address this question, I undertook a critical exploration of the involvement of children and young people aged under 18 in a Tiriti-based community climate assembly in Porirua, Aotearoa New Zealand. Work on the Porirua Assembly on Climate began in 2021, and it was held over four Saturdays in February and March 2025.
Methodology
My research involved participant observation, interviews and focus group discussion to critically evaluate the opportunities and barriers to children’s participation in climate change decision-making through a citizen assembly process. Discussion considers the extent to which the Porirua Assembly might advance their climate rights. Using a qualitative interpretive approach, I undertook interviews with adult practitioners both here and overseas, as well as focus groups with children and young people involved in the Porirua Assembly.
Significance of the work for policy and practice 
In 2024, the UN passed the Pact for the Future (UNGA, 2024). This paper responds to the challenge of the Pact in relation to children and young people – in particular, to protect and respect the human rights of all young people and foster their social inclusion, and to strengthen meaningful youth participation.

My paper will assess, through my case study report, in what ways and to what extent citizen assemblies working with people under 18 might advance these objectives.
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