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Introduction
Urban areas across Moananui Oceania, including Aotearoa, face growing pressures from climate change, biodiversity loss, and inequities, increasing vulnerabilities [1]. Rapid urbanisation, colonial legacies, and extractive development have led to vulnerable cities disconnected from Indigenous ecological knowledge [2]. Conventional urban design, reliant on grey infrastructure, often fails to align with local contexts. Nature-based Solutions (NbS) offer opportunities to reimagine urban spaces, but in Oceania, they must be place-based [3]. When disconnected from Indigenous knowledges, NbS risk being imposed external interventions, rather than evolving from relationships, governance, and ecological practices that have long-sustained communities [4]. This disconnection is particularly felt in Moananui, where peoples have been experts in resilience within dynamic island environments for thousands of years [5]. The NUWAO project explored how NbS can centre Indigenous knowledges and ecological justice in urban adaptation. A key output was the NUWAO Nature-based Solutions Design Guide for Oceania, a database of NbS strategies and case studies. This paper examines the guide's development and offers critical insights for designing place-embedded NbS [6].

Objectives
This research aimed to develop a regionally specific NbS guide aligned with Moananui's cultural, ecological, and governance realities. By analysing traditional and contemporary NbS, it identifed methods that integrate Indigenous worldviews and urban design to enhance resilience in Moananui cities. A key objective was contribting to global NbS discourse by showcasing Moananui-led, relational approaches. The research addressed policy and practice gaps, advocating for NbS frameworks that recognise Indigenous knowledges and prioritise community-led solutions [6].

Methodology
A key research lens was socio-ecological justice, recognising NbS must address climate resilience and ongoing inequities [7]. The research used a transdisciplinary methodology, drawing from urban design, landscape architecture, urban ecology, and international development. Case study analysis examined historical and contemporary NbS across Moananui, focusing on projects integrating Indigenous knowledge. Collaborative engagements with Indigenous communities, design practitioners, and policymakers ensured findings reflected lived experiences and community priorities. Qualitative methods, including interviews, workshops, and policy analysis, provided additional strategies and insights into implementation challenges. Findings from the international NUWAO design competition were also integrated. 

Findings
Findings reveal that Pacific communities have long practised NbS through traditional ecological knowledge across ridge-to-reef scales, vital for urban adaptation. Successful NbS require approaches aligned with Indigenous values and relationships to place. The research found that the importance of process in NbS implementation was key; how solutions are co-designed, governed, and maintained, is as crucial as physical outcomes. Additionally, NbS must be integrated into broader urban planning, not treated as isolated interventions. As Moananui cities grow, embedding NbS within infrastructure and architecture is essential for culturally meaningful and community-driven adaptation.

Significance of the Work for Policy and Practice
This research informs urban policy by advocating for NbS that centre Indigenous knowledge and justice in climate adaptation. It provides practitioners with frameworks for designing effective culturally embedded NbS. Findings reinforce the necessity of co-designed and community-led NbS, recognising Indigenous leadership as central to resilience. Insights for policymakers and designers aiming to create just, resilient, and ecologically connected cities across Moananui are offered.
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