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Understanding Loss and Damage in the Pacific: Local Perspectives and Regional Approaches


	
For many years, discussion of loss and damage remained confined to international climate change negotiations, but practical steps to address loss and damage has been avoided even as the impacts increased. However, the historic agreement on a loss and damage fund at COP28 has catalysed a wave of new initiatives across the Pacific, pre-empting the finalization of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD). These projects, including the Building Our Loss and Damage Response (BOLD) project, funded by the German International Climate Initiative (IKI), and the New Zealand Government’s Loss and Damage Programme, highlight the need for locally grounded definitions and responses to loss and damage. If addressing loss and damage is to be meaningful and effective, it must be framed and understood in ways that resonate with Pacific communities and reflect the priorities of the affected communities.

This panel will explore how ongoing loss and damage projects in Pacific Island Countries (PICs) are approaching the challenge of addressing loss and damage. Drawing from early-stage findings of both the BOLD Project and New Zealand’s Loss and Damage Programme, the panel will unpack Pacific perspectives on non-economic loss and damage, adaptation limits, and the implications of exceeding 1.5°C of warming. The discussion will focus on unpacking locally driven understandings and definitions of loss and damage, including non-economic loss and damage, and innovative ways loss and damage may be addressed at a local, national and regional scale. 

Panellists from Vanuatu, Republic of Marshall Islands, and Samoa will share insights from their national perspectives on addressing loss and damage, and how this is interfaced with adaptation planning. 

The session will also draw on lessons from the Regional Loss and Damage Dialogue in Samoa (May 2025) and consider broader implications for highly vulnerable nations globally. Practitioners working directly with communities will discuss how loss and damage is being defined in different contexts and what this means for policy and adaptation planning. In doing so, they will highlight the importance of ensuring that communities experiencing loss and damage are not only part of the conversation but are central to the international response.

As the FRLD continues to be refined, involvement of communities who are experiencing loss and damage is crucial for shaping an equitable and just global climate response. This panel will contribute to advancing new knowledge and practices, focusing on how Pacific countries are leading the way in understanding and responding to loss and damage. It will explore how these efforts are aligned with broader themes of justice and equity, and will challenge us to think beyond adaptation to consider how we can shape thriving futures for island communities. 

The session will comprise of four presentations followed by a panel discussion. 
The panel discussion will consider:
· How can locally grounded understandings of loss and damage, including non-economic loss, adaptation limits, and community responses to address loss and damage, shape national and regional approaches?
· What early lessons are emerging from the BOLD and NZ projects, and how can they inform future loss and damage initiatives?
· What regional priorities and next steps are emerging from the Regional Loss and Damage Dialogue, and how can they be advanced?

This proposed panel responds directly to the conference theme of Beyond Adaptation, adding important perspectives from key people grappling with hard questions in their countries and communities that arise when adaptation efforts are insufficient.   
The panel will also respond to the conference theme Ocean, Islands, Futures, outlining how the Pacific is leveraging its strengths as large ocean states to address loss and damage. 


	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: Patrick Pringle 
Organisation: Climate Analytics
Bio sketch: Patrick is the Regional Climate Scientist at Climate Analytics, and brings nearly a decade of experience working on climate change adaptation in the Pacific. He has worked globally in adaptation, including as Director of UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) at the University of Oxford. His expertise spans adaptation policy, monitoring and evaluation, and loss and damage, supporting governments and organizations in building climate resilience and thinking ambitiously about responding to climate challenges.

Panellist 1
Full Name: Ms. Filomena Nelson
Organisation: Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 
Bio 
Filomena Nelson is the Climate Change Adaptation Advisor at the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme. Bringing decades of experience working across national and regional roles, Ms Nelson has a background in Disaster Risk Management, which complements her current work on loss and damage in the Pacific and international climate diplomacy.

Title of Presentation 1 Loss and Damage from a Regional Pacific Perspective

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
Filomena Nelson will provide insights from the Regional Loss and Damage Dialogue, hosted in Samoa, and reflect broadly on the regional loss and damage projects being delivered by SPREP. Drawing on key takeaways from the dialogue and ongoing project implementation, Ms Nelson will reflect on how national and regional conversations on loss and damage are shaping loss and damage discussions at the global scale to drive ambition and accountability.


Panellist 2
Full Name: Ms. Kathy Jetñil Kijiner 
Organisation: Marshall Islands Ministry of Environment 
Bio 
Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner is a Marshallese poet, educator, and climate activist specializing in non-economic loss and damage, climate justice, and storytelling for advocacy. She serves as the Climate Envoy for the Republic of the Marshall Islands, using her work to amplify Pacific voices and advance global climate action.

Title of Presentation 2
Non-Economic Loss and Damage in the Marshall Islands

Panellist 2 Contribution: 
Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner will discuss the non-economic dimensions of loss and damage in the Marshall Islands, reflecting on activities undertaken through the NZ Loss and Damage Programme, as well as planned activities under the BOLD project. The cultural, social, and emotional losses associated with climate change are wide ranging, and the responses to address it must be equally varied and localised.  Reflecting on the discussions had at both the national and community level, this paper will highlight the importance of including non-economic loss and damage in shaping future loss and damage frameworks and funding mechanisms.

Panellist 3
Full Name: Dr. Christopher Bartlett and Dr. Rebecca Bogiri
Organisation:
Bio:
Dr. Christopher Bartlett is a senior technical adviser and climate negotiator for the Republic of Vanuatu. He holds a PhD from James Cook University, and a post-doc with Nobel Prize Laureate Elinor Ostrom.

Dr. Rebecca Bogiri is an experienced international development expert, who works on delivering locally led solutions across the Pacific. She is currently the Climate Finance Access and Absorption Officer with the Global Green Growth Institute, working with the Government of Vanuatu.


Title of Presentation 3 Loss and Damage finance in Vanuatu

Dr Christopher Bartlett and Dr Rebecca Bogiri will share Vanuatu's experience with national approaches to embedding loss and damage in national policies and approaches, including nationally led loss and damage finance mechamisms. They will discuss how the BOLD project is working with communities to co-define a locally relevant understanding of loss and damage and is exploring sectoral adaptation limits in the context of loss and damage responses. The presentation will highlight how a more localised approach to climate finance can ensure support reaches the most vulnerable communities. The discussion will explore challenges, opportunities, and the importance of embedding community perspectives in shaping future loss and damage frameworks.


Panellist 4
Full Name: Mr Matereti Matewai
Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, Fiji
Bio 
Mr Matereti Mateiwai is the Senior Adaptation Officer with Fiji’s Climate Change Division, specialising in adaptation, and supporting national work on loss and damage, as well as international climate negotiations. 

Title of Presentation 3 Reflections on planned relocation of communities in Fiji

Fiji has been a leader in the regional discussion on loss and damage, including through domestic responses to loss and damage. Mr Matereti Matewai will share lessons learned from one of the first planned relocations in the country, including reflections on the importance of community engagement, the benefits of planned relocation, and some of the unforeseen challenges. 





