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“Staying with Dignity”: Rethinking Climate-Related Mobility in the Pacific


	
Introduction and Objective

The objective of this panel is to introduce and explore the concept of “staying with dignity” as an alternative approach to climate-related mobility. This concept emphasizes the importance of rethinking traditional narratives around migration, relocation and displacement due to climate change, particularly in the context of Pacific Island Countries (PICs). 

Purpose and Contribution to New Knowledge or Practice

The panel aims to contribute to the discourse on climate adaptation and mobility strategies by highlighting the significance of involuntary and voluntary immobility. This approach challenges the dominant paradigm that often views mobility as the primary or inevitable response to climate change. Instead, it recognizes the agency of individuals and communities who are forced or choose to stay in their homelands despite environmental challenges.
By addressing the concept of “staying with dignity,” the panel seeks to:
1. Expand the understanding of Climate-Related Mobility: Provide a more nuanced perspective that includes voluntary immobility as a viable and dignified response to climate change.
2. Promote Self-Determination: Highlight the importance of respecting the choices of PICs in global climate negotiations and policy-making processes.
3. Enhance Adaptation Strategies: Offer insights into how adaptation and relocation strategies can be more effectively designed to support those who choose to stay, ensuring their safety, well-being, and cultural preservation.
4. Foster Inclusive Policy Development: Encourage the development of policies that consider the diverse responses to climate change, including the decision to remain in place.

Key Themes and Discussions

The panel will cover several key themes, including:
· (In)voluntary Immobility as a Coping Mechanism: Exploring the reasons behind the choice to stay and how it can be supported through policy and practice.
· Cultural and Social Dimensions: Understanding the cultural, social, and emotional factors that influence the decision to stay in one’s homeland.
· Policy Implications: Discussing the implications for national and international policies, including the need for inclusive and flexible adaptation frameworks.
· Case Studies and Examples: Presenting case studies from PICs that illustrate successful examples of “staying with dignity” and the lessons learned from these experiences.



Conclusion

By rethinking climate-related mobility and recognizing involuntary and voluntary immobility as legitimate and dignified responses, this panel aims to contribute to more effective and inclusive adaptation and relocation strategies in the Pacific context. It underscores the importance of respecting the choices of individuals and communities, promoting self-determination, and ensuring that adaptation efforts are culturally sensitive and supportive of those who choose to stay.
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Moderator Details
Full Name: Dr. Dalila Gharbaoui
Organisation: University of Canterbury
Bio sketch: Dr. Dalila Gharbaoui holds a PHD in Political and Social Sciences from University of Liege and in Pacific studies from University of Canterbury. She is Adjunct Research fellow and undertook a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at UC under the NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs funded Pacific Ocean and Climate Crisis Assessment.

Panellist 1

Full Name: Dr. Dalila Gharbaoui
Organisation: University of Canterbury
Bio: Dr. Dalila Gharbaoui holds a PHD in Political and Social Sciences from University of Liege and in Pacific studies from University of Canterbury. She is Adjunct Research fellow and undertook a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at UC under the NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs funded Pacific Ocean and Climate Crisis Assessment.

Presentation 1: A framework for “Staying with Dignity” in the context of climate  change

Panellist 1 Contribution: In climate change discourse, climate mobility is often portrayed as an inevitability, not only for atolls but in other, larger Pacific Nations. Indeed, many Pacific communities’ call for “Staying with Dignity” have been ignored, along with their histories of resilience that have been used for generations in the face of environmental risks. “Migration with dignity” in the context of climate change popularised by Kiribati’s former President, Anote Tong, and frequently advocated by international agencies and other actors, particularly in the PICs context, needs to be urgently complemented. While moving may be an appropriate response to climatic change in many cases, we suggest a complementary approach of “Staying with Dignity”. This involves rethinking and examining climate-related mobility as relational and dynamic – recognising that there will always be those who wish to go and those who wish to stay. A ‘’Staying with Dignity” framework is important for informing adaptation strategies that intersect with mobility in the PICs – and elsewhere, especially when it incorporates Indigenous conceptions of place and space. The framework contributes to the scholarship on climate (im)mobilities in the Pacific and beyond, centralizing issues such as sense of belonging, VANUA, cultural identity, and sovereignty as crucial to communities’ responses to climate change. Finally, building on the framework, the role of women for “Staying with Dignity” will be discussed as critical source of resourcefulness in the context of environmental (im)mobilities contesting the assumption that women are predominantly "climate victims" as often found in literature on climate (im)mobilities and reflected as such in policy. 

Panellist 2

Full Name: Dr. Merewalesi Yee
Organisation: University of Queensland
Bio:  Mere is an indigenous Fijian researcher and climate advocate specialized in climate (im) mobility in the Pacific.  Mere advocates for the use of indigenous methodologies and approaches tailored to the cultural context of the PICs in addressing the complex challenges of climate change and disaster related impacts. 

Presentation 2: Voluntary immobility in the context of climate change

Panellist 2 Contribution: For many Pacific communities, moving away from home is an option of last resort. No one should be forced to move against their will.  When communities are told to leave areas at risk of severe climate impacts, many resist due to deep cultural, spiritual, and ancestral ties to their land, refusing to abandon their homes despite external pressures. It is important when the government is engaging with communities first and foremost time and space should be given to understand any emotional bonds, practices and customs felt by the community with their housing, neighbours, community and the physical environment – reflected in the concept of VANUA. Considering this, the governments and international community must collaborate with local people and communities, including Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities, in codesigning and comanaging adaptation programs that are culturally appropriate and align with local goals.

Panellist 3

Full Name: Jone Baravilala 
Organisation: Matawalu Community Leader, Fiji
Bio: Jone Baravilala Rasi is Matawalu village (Ba province, Fiji) community leader and was elected the president of the Ba Youth Council at its annual general meeting (AGM) in 2013. Jone is an advocate for Matawalu community relocation and has been representing the village in various local, national and international arenas.  

Presentation 3:  Matawalu village relocation: those forced to stay behind.
  
Panellist 3 Contribution: The decision to relocate Matawalu Village was precipitated by recurrent flooding  and erosion of riverbanks, which posed severe risks to the safety and stability of homes within the village. Historical accounts indicate that these environmental challenges have been a persistent issue for many years, necessitating proactive measures to ensure the safety of the community. The late chief, Ratu Aporosa Naweidranu, played a pivotal role in convening a meeting with the land-owning members of the tribe (Yavusa Bukuya) to address the urgent need for relocation. His generous offer of land at Kavula as a new settlement site was a significant step toward safeguarding the community but only part of the village was able to relocate. The relocation process involved individual families bearing the costs of moving and/or staying behind, including the procurement of building materials and the construction of new homes, as external assistance was limited. The presentation will focus on the social and cultural costs for those forced to stay behind and how customary arrangement can support in this process.

Panellist 4

Full Name: Dr.Timothy Bryar
Organisation: Pacific Islands Forum
Bio: Timothy is Programme Adviser - Climate Mobility at the Pacific Islands Forum in
Suva, Central, Fiji. He holds a PhD in Peace Studies from the University of Sydney and over seven years of experience as a Senior Policy Advisor at the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS). 

Presentation 4:  Climate Immobility and Staying in Place in the Pacific Regional Framework for Climate Mobility (PRFCM)
  
Panellist 4 Contribution: This presentation aims to introduce and discuss the innovative concept of "staying with dignity" within the Pacific Regional Framework for Climate Mobility. It emphasizes the importance of recognizing voluntary immobility as a legitimate and dignified response to climate change, challenging the traditional focus on mobility alone. This presentation will explore how the notion of staying in place can be integrated into the climate mobility frameworks, offering a fresh perspective on adaptation strategies and fostering more inclusive, respectful, and effective adaptation strategies. It highlights that regionalism is a space that offers the opportunity to honor the choices of Pacific communities by enabling mechanisms ensuring their safety, well-being, and cultural continuity in the face of climate change.

Panellist 5

Full Name: Lopeti Senituli
Organisation: Tonga Law Society
Bio: Lopeti Senituli is a Law Practitioner in Tonga and a former Political Advisor to two Tongan Prime Ministers. He was Director of the Pacific Concerns Resource Centre Inc, the secretariat of the Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific (NFIP) from 1987 to 2000, which led the Pacific campaign to have the UN address Climate Change.

Presentation 5:  Staying with Dignity: A Policy Perspective on Climate Mobility in the Pacific
  
Panellist 5 Contribution: This presentation explores the concept of “staying with dignity” as a critical and innovative approach to climate mobility, particularly within the Pacific Island Countries (PICs). It emphasizes the need for policies and frameworks at the national, regional and international level to support the choice to stay, ensuring the safety, well-being, and cultural preservation of communities. Many communities prefer to remain in their ancestral lands, asserting their right to self-determination. From a policy perspective, “staying with dignity” necessitates a shift in how climate mobility is addressed. This includes developing inclusive policies that support both mobility and immobility, ensuring that those who choose to stay are provided with adequate resources and support. 







