	Troubling times for healthy, school food initiatives in Denmark and Norway – is the dominance of food industry part of the picture?

	[bookmark: _GoBack]In Denmark and Norway there is no national school meal program and it is parents’ responsibility, that children and youth bring food from home in the form of a packed lunch. However, this ‘food-system’ does not match current school context with longer days and centralised big schools far from home. Research from Denmark indicates that children and youth are often hungry during schooldays and this affects pupil motivation for schools and contribute to increased inequality. Both countries are affluent and for a long time civil society and schools have been hoping for national solutions to this basic problem. Parent and pupil organisations are positive towards public school food systems and this issue is subject to public debate from time to time.  However, initiatives on children food at governmental level refrain from introduction of a public school food system, even if this is affordable for the ‘welfare-state’. Latest reports on children and youth health in both countries indicate that unhealthy eating patterns prevail and are related to overweight and obesity, especially among children from vulnerable families. Therefore new initiatives have been launched, in Denmark the 2018 initiative was limited to ‘information’ and the introduction of a ‘health mark’. Increasingly, it has become clear that neo-liberal governments in Denmark and Norway are not going to introduce public school meals even if this is the best solution and affordable in public budgets. Furthermore, latest development in Denmark indicates, that food industry is getting access to public schools, which is regarded as a high-potential and unrealised market. Following this, food in schools is expected to be ‘retailed’ with highly processed and packaged, non-climate friendly, commodities, that pupils can buy in wending machines and automats run by food industry. This trend will maintain the current production and distribution chain, related to ‘packed-lunches-from-home’: Parents go to supermarkets and buy food for the family. The commodification of school food is heavily supported via social media in order to motivate parents for the ‘retail-school-food-system’. A few municipalities and headmasters of schools have initiated alternative, local level and sustainable solutions. The ‘LOMA-local food project’ in Denmark, where pupils participated in planning, preparation and serving common meals for peers and teachers as an integrated element in several subjects. Despite positive results these alternatives are not supported at national level.
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