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Dialogue on Knowledge Democracy: 
Fifty Years of Participatory Research in the Global South and in Maori and Pacific communities: Lessons, challenges and going beyond adaptation


	
In the past two decades, the vocabulary and practice of co-construction in academic research has gained ascendancy. Much of co-construction is driven and controlled by academic partners, in practice. In the last decade, several global trends and policies have begun to provide deeper meanings and articulations of ‘decolonisation’ and ‘decolonised co-construction’ where community knowledge is valued from the very start of research process such as in Kaupapa Maori research and Talanoa research. 

The first ever conceptualization of ‘Participatory Research’ (PR) occurred fifty years ago, based on practice of social transformation in global south. Recognition of community-driven sustainable development rooted in community knowledge began to emerge from rural literacy and pastoralists development in Tanzania, forest protection in India, small farmers development in Nepal and Philippines, Afro-descendant campesinos in Colombia, indigenous communities in Peru and Brasil. 

Over the years, various approaches to PR emerged as development practitioners around the world began to promote community-driven change in issues of wasteland development, water harvesting, preventive health, soil protection. These are called Participatory Action Research (PAR), Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) and Action Research (AR). 

Indigenous communities around the world have practiced their own knowledge systems rooted in local cultures and languages. Maori and many Pacific communities have protected and sustained natural resources based on their Indigenous knowledge systems, where knowledge is for community benefit and where knowledge is based on a symbiotic relationship and co-habitation with all living beings. 

Recognition of multiple cultures, systems, meanings and practices of knowledge have led to an emerging movement of Knowledge Democracy. UNESCO Recommendations on Open Science (2021), African Union’s Call for Transformative Knowledge for Just & Sustainable Development of Africa (2024) and emerging interest among climate scientists to seek relevance of community/indigenous knowledge on issues of land, forests, water, agriculture, health etc. which have further strengthened understanding of diversity and ecologies of knowledge. 

This Dialogue between Professor Sandy Morrison (a Maori scholar practitioner) and Dr Rajesh Tandon (pioneer in practice of and promoter of international network of Participatory Research since 1979) will share their journey together over past three decades drawing on their extensive experience and insights.

In a storytelling and audience-dialogue mode, Sandy & Rajesh will explore critical next steps required to accelerate adaptation to and transformation of climate resilient actions. We will address these key questions: 

· How can community-led research be funded in ways that communities define and control the research process? What changes are needed in funders’ protocols? 
· What mechanisms are essential for enabling ownership of community/indigenous knowledge in the hands of communities? What ethical protocols local communities need to evolve to ensure the benefits of such new knowledge are legitimately shared? 
· What direct investments are essential in strengthening capacities of communities to undertake research on an ongoing basis, including new digital technologies

	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Professor Sandy Morrison
Organisation: University of Waikato
Bio: Sandy is an active researcher and teacher at Te Pua Wānangaki te Ao, Faculty of Maori and Indigenous Studies. She describes herself as tribally grounded, globally informed, and whanau tested against the everyday realities in which whanau exist. 

Participant 1 Contribution: 
Participatory research where the community is a valued partner is very much embraced  by Kaupapa Maori methodology and Talanoa methodology. Sandy will discuss the tenets of Indigenous methodologies and their applications in several settings where climate adaptation is critical. 
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Participant 2
Full Name: Rajesh Tandon
Organisation: Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)
Bio: Rajesh is Founder-President of PRIA which has trained thousands of practitioners and students internationally in values. He is also Co-Chair of UNESCO Chair in Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education, with Prof. Budd Hall (University of Victoria) since 2012, and is currently co-leading DECODE project.

Participant 2 Contribution: 
Rajesh has lived the history of Participatory Research and its current focus on Knowledge Democracy. His narratives will be woven through some stories about the power of knowledge to advance the rights of the excluded, gaining agency and voice, to make democracy work for all. 

Recent Publications:

Lepore, W., Hall, B. & Tandon, R. (2024). Bridging Knowledge Cultures: Rebalancing Power in the Co-construction of Knowledge. Brill. ISBN: 978-90-04-68776-9. https://brill.com/display/title/69418?language=en  
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‘Harvesting Sustainability: Ecologies of Knowledge Democracy’, Walter Orr Roberts Memorial Public Lecture delivered at Aspen Global Change Institute, USA, November 16, 2023. 
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