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Introduction
Belmont Regional Park, a 3,500-hectare peri-urban landscape in Aotearoa New Zealand, is undergoing a significant land-use transition as its historical agricultural lease expires. This shift presents both challenges and opportunities for ecological restoration, biodiversity conservation, and community engagement. This investigation explores the context of the most effective restoration strategies for transforming Belmont regional parks abandoned agricultural land into a sustainable recreational ecosanctuary. Globally there is “385-472 million hectares of abandoned agricultural land” (Campbell 2008) with these degraded lands primarily residing in “high- and middle-income countries” (Yang, Yi, et al 2020). Significant land cover change and intensification practices like farming can vastly affect biological diversity, trace-gas emissions, the quality and flow of water, soil condition, and climate (Wade, Gurr, et al 2008). Once abandoned from agricultural use these lands can help combat climate change as they undergo natural recovery of vegetation and soil carbon and remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, however, recovery is very slow or might not occur at all given that some lands remain degraded for decades without active restoration (Yang, Yi, et al 2020). This investigation assesses the feasibility of fostering regeneration, restoration, revitalization, and resilience within these areas at Belmont Regional Park. By evaluating the potential design opportunities for creating a recreational ecosanctuary, the research aims to propose innovative design solutions for otherwise abandoned spaces. 
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Objectives
The primary objective of this research is to understand how Landscape Architects can engage with abandoned agricultural land with the most effective restoration strategies for transforming them into a sustainable recreational ecosanctuary. The research aims at answering sub questions which include: 
1. Development of a recreational ecosanctuary framework, 
2. Understanding how indigenous knowledge can be integral in restoring abandoned agricultural land, 
3. Explore how practices like ‘design by fire’ are applicable in combating invasive species in New Zealand native restoration practices.
Although this research focuses on the condition of a single site, the methodology that is produced from this aims to have applications for designers in the context of abandoned agricultural land globally.

Methodology
This research uses a mixed-methods approach combining system modelling, literature review, environmental relation, anthropometric analogies, and participatory design workshops. Key tools include ecological assessments, participatory workshops (with interviews and focus groups), and LiDAR and aerial drone imagery. The findings will provide solutions for the regeneration of Belmont Regional Park abandoned agricultural lands.

Findings
Preliminary findings highlight the risks associated with agricultural land abandonment, including risk of fire susceptibility and habitat fragmentation. However, it also reveals opportunities for regenerative practices such as native reforestation, and community-led conservation initiatives.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This study contributes to global discussions on peri-urban landscape adaptation by demonstrating how post-agricultural spaces can be reimagined to support biodiversity, climate resilience, and cultural reconnection. The findings advocate for policy mechanisms that support collaborative stewardship models, balancing conservation, recreation, and economic sustainability. By bridging scientific research, Indigenous knowledge, and policy discourse, this work highlights the potential of transitional landscapes in advancing climate adaptation.
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