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Background/Objectives
Children play a major role in a family’s wellbeing. Thus, children were empowered to make an attitudinal change among tobacco users in the village towards tobacco use. Study was conducted in Welimuwapotana village at Horowpothana of North Central Province of Sri Lanka. 

Methods
The children (age 8-17, n=72) and adults (n=21) were addressed in two groups where the children society coordinated with the officers. Initially, the officers conducted discussions with both groups. They calculated the total amount of money that was lost by village annually due to tobacco smoking. Further, strategies of the tobacco industry and real harm due to tobacco consumption were discussed. As a result villagers established a fund called “Nodelwu dumweti” (unlit cigarettes) fund. All smokers decided to reduce one cigarette from their daily consumption and that money was deposited in the established fund where the children society, formed four groups and collected the money. Officers and some active villagers conducted evening discussions with villagers. Home visits were done to measure the progress and enhance the intervention. After three months, the collection in the fund was calculated and that money was disbursed for the welfare of children in the village. 

Results
Currently, the village has reduced tobacco use by 65% and 45% of village shops have stopped sale of cigarettes. The total collected from the fund for one month was Rs.183,00.00 and this money was distributed among 72 children of children society to grant school materials in 2018. Oppositions of some shop owners, illicit drug businessmen and lack of support from certain parties (Police) were the challenges. 

Discussion

Eliminate poverty among villagers using money spent for tobacco smoking and deploying that money for their livelihood was successful. Successful social changes are possible by empowering children to conduct creative interventions towards tobacco control, using health promotion approaches.
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