
	Hands-on activity 
CLARE: engaging hearts and minds through arts-based approaches and play for adaptation
 

	

Co-creation for climate adaptation is vital to achieve more equitable, impactful and locally relevant solutions. A vital part is the integration of different knowledge types to enhance epistemic justice and integrate the diverse perspectives of involved stakeholders. Integrating artists and arts-based approaches in the process of knowledge generation can have several benefits including: enhancing communication and awareness of adaptation (Wu, Keeney, Burgess 2022; Clark et al. 2020), opening up conversations about potential adaptation measures (Van Loon et al. 2020) and may bridge knowledge systems (Rathwell and Armitage 2016). Further, art-based approaches can help to translate abstract concepts and deglobalize adaptation action to make it locally relevant and context specific (Olazabal 2024). 

CLARE is a flagship research programme on climate adaptation and resilience, funded mostly (about 90%) by UK Aid through the Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), and co-funded by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada. CLARE is bridging critical gaps between science and action by championing Southern leadership to enable socially inclusive and sustainable action to build resilience to climate change and natural hazards. As part of these efforts, arts-based approaches and games have been instrumental in co-exploring lived experiences and climate impacts faced by communities. In this session, specific approaches will be shared that have helped the CLARE projects to enhance community engagement and capacities, diversify perspectives as well as integrate different knowledge systems. Alongside other research methods, projects have included photography, storytelling or Play-Doh sculpting in their practice which have the potential to bring personal and emotional dimensions of climate adaptation and resilience to the forefront.

Three approaches from different CLARE projects will be showcased:
· 
· Photography and Visual Storytelling: Climate-REEFS is integrating visual storytelling and co-creation with stakeholders to enhance climate adaptation and resilience. In both Indonesia and the Philippines, they utilize photography as a tool for engagement, translating biodiversity assessments and community vulnerabilities into accessible narratives that support action planning and policy discussions. 
· 
· Play-doh sculpting: The Designing inclusive African coastal cities’ resilience (INACCT Resilience) project, is exploring how interactive and creative methodologies can be used as mechanisms to co-create gender-responsive and inclusive resilience strategies and plans with diverse stakeholders. The artistic approach of play-doh modelling has encouraged participants to share narratives about their ideas, emotions and experiences regarding flooding impacts in a creative and tangible form that supports more vibrant and interactive storytelling. It also enabled participants to overcome barriers of power dynamics in storytelling where language, lived experiences, and biases may have otherwise imposed limitations. 
· 
· Roleplay: Climate-REEFS uses roleplay (so called “Fish Game”) as a tool to give partners a fun, hands-on way to explore the challenges and opportunities of tackling coastal overfishing. Being an interactive experience, participants step into the shoes of key stakeholders - fishers, fish traders, fishworkers, and local government officials - in coastal communities and get to understand their motivations, challenges, and what stands in the way of sustainable fisheries management. The game also sparks discussions on real-world solutions and a shared understanding of the different elements needed to manage fisheries effectively. 

In addition, the Innovative Facilitation for Resilience Fellowship strengthens participatory facilitation skills among adaptation practitioners and academics across Africa and Asia. The fellowship integrates arts-based approaches to enhance climate literacy, support locally led action, and complex adaptation decision-making. The project enhances skills through a diversity of learning formats and tools such as online training courses or a facilitation podcast.

Aims and Objectives
This session aims to expose participants to a variety of art-based methods that can be used in the context of adaptation research through an experiential learning experience. Through the format of a co-creation session, participants can not only have dialogue and exchange on the application and learnings of these methods with communities but can also try these methods in a mini/demo- version. This format shall not only activate the cognitive skills, but also the emotional parts of adaptation and resilience research/planning. 

Session format
Opening: The CS Hub will open the session followed by CLARE funders (FCDO and IDRC) who provide an overview of the CLARE programme including the arts-based focussed research-for-impact approaches.  

Plenary presentation on three arts-based approaches: The projects will give concise 10 min. presentation about how the method has been used in their context incl. some preliminary learnings and how it enhanced the integration of different knowledge types. This will be shared via PPT in plenary. 

Including: Reading/Presentation of Poem by ClimateREEFS colleagues: Selected poem or rhyme by Om Ely, taken from the experience as a Kewang ('customary police') on Haruku Island, a small island facing the challenges of degradation and climate change. The artist is involved in traditional practices of natural resource management as well as other conservation efforts, particularly in fostering the local language and knowledge.	Comment by Guest User: this is the ClimateREEFS person in Indonesia - INACCT is the wrong project here I think. (Maria Beger)

Worldcafé with hands-on activities: Participants will choose one of the worldcafé tables that are set up as interactive stations showcasing the different arts-based approaches used by the CLARE projects. The hosts will take time to explain the method in more detail and the participants will engage with the method accordingly. Towards the end, participants will be given the chance to share reflections in their group.
 
Station 1: Photography and visual storytelling (visual)
Materials: Pre-printed photographs, blank cards, markers, sticky notes.
They will review a curated set of photographs from CLARE Projects, each capturing different aspects of climate challenges, community adaptation efforts, and locally driven resilience solutions. In small groups, they annotate or sketch on blank cards to express the emotions, stories, and insights the photos evoke, answering:

· What story does the image tell?
· How does it reflect local knowledge, traditions, or climate adaptation strategies?
· What emotions does it evoke – hope, urgency, vulnerability, resilience?

Groups co-create a visual narrative that connects the images to a future resilience solution. Once their visual narratives are complete, groups present their work and discuss how storytelling connects knowledge systems and fosters engagement. 

Station 2: Play-Doh sculpting (kinaesthetic)
Materials: Play-Doh, sculpting tools, large baseboards for displaying creations. 
Participants work in pairs or trios to sculpt a ‘resilience artifact’ symbolising a response to a climate challenge. Each group shares a short story about their artifact, connecting it to their lived experience and using it to explore potential future scenarios.
 
Station 3: Climate risk narratives and role-play (experiential)
Materials: Pre-designed scenario cards, role cards (e.g. community member, policymaker, researcher, knowledge broker etc) and storytelling props. Participants form groups, each adopting a role within a fictional community facing a particular climate challenge. Using scenario cards, groups co-develop a risk narrative and propose adaptation actions. Stories are shared and discussed in the larger group.
To conclude the groupwork, participants write key takeaways or commitments on sticky notes and add them to a “Wall of Action,” shaping a shared vision for integrating art, knowledge, and local action in climate resilience.

Reflection:  A reflection from the CS Hub will bring the session to a close.

Expected Outcomes 
· Participants have a better understanding of the selected methods through an experiential learning experience
· Participants value the application of diverse methods to enhance the integration of diverse knowledge types for more inclusive and effective adaptation outcomes
· A short summary document of the session including short descriptions of the presented arts-based approaches that can be shared with participants later 


	PARTICIPANTS
 
Participant 1
Full Name: Manuela Di Mauro
Organisation: Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office
Bio:

Manuela Di Mauro is an expert advisor on climate, environment and infrastructure in the UK Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office and currently leads the research portfolio under the Climate Adaptation and Resilience initiative (CLARE).

Participant 1 Contribution: 
Manuela will be part of opening the session and setting the context of the CLARE Programme. CLARE is bridging critical gaps between science and action: developing new tools and supporting partner governments, communities, and the private sector to use evidence and innovation to drive effective solutions to the climate challenge, whilst building the capacity of both those carrying out the research and those using the resulting evidence. Having a focus on research-for-impact approaches, CLARE aims to deliver on those goals through a portfolio of co-produced, Southern-led projects that use inclusive and co-produced adaptation and resilience research to lead to tangible impact.
 
Participant 2
Full Name: Hayley Leck
Organisation: ICLEI Africa
Bio:
Hayley Leck is Senior Specialist: Climate Change Resilience and Research, at ICLEI Africa and project manager of CLARE’s INACCT Resilience Project. Her work focusses on climate change adaptation, disaster risk management and resilience. She has worked extensively with local governments and communities to build strengthen resilience, using transdisciplinary and innovative approaches. 
Participant 2 Contribution:
The Designing inclusive African Coastal City Resilience (INACCT Resilience) project, is exploring how to strengthen pro-active urban resilience planning, particularly for informal settlements. The project is working in eThekwini, South Africa and Beira, Mozambique examining lived experiences of communities in view of extreme flooding events. The project focuses on the co-development of equitable and inclusive resilience strategies and a gender responsive resilience planning framework that can be scaled to other African cities. The contribution will share how using transdisciplinary, inclusive and arts-based approaches help include different knowledge types (incl. local and indigenous knowledge) and foster co-learning for equitable urban resilience planning.
 
Participant 3
Full Name: Cilun Djakiman 
Organisation: Pattimura University
Bio:

Cilun Djakiman is a Marine Biologist at Maritime and Marine Science Center of Excellence, Pattimura University. Cilun works for multiple projects concerning biodiversity assessment and conservation. She is also involved in community outreach and engagement.  

Participant 3 Contribution: 
Climate-REEFS aims to develop evidence-based effective adaptation strategies that are socially equitable. In Indonesia and the Philippines, two countries with large coastal communities, it will identify “adaptive” reefs from space, quantify how reef geomorphology and thermal regime predict biodiversity and its adaptive capacity (i.e., genomic diversity), and characterise the socio-economic vulnerabilities of different stakeholders, particularly women and marginalised groups. They have used photography and role-play to engage with local communities for assessment and planning. Further they collaborate with nationally awarded artists that work in environmental, traditional and local culture conservation, for example in engaging with poetry. 

Participant 4
Full Name: Md. Lutfor Rahman 
Organisation: International Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD)
Bio:

Md. Lutfor Rahman is a research officer at the International Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD) based in Bangladesh. He has more than four years of experiences working on climate change adaptation with the grassroot community. Additionally, he has also the expertise working on informal settlements in the global south. 

Participant 4 Contribution: 
Complex dialogue is needed to ensure that we are advancing the adaptation and resilience agenda at scale. Innovative Facilitation for Resilience – Transforming complex dialogue for adaptation programme is aimed to develop innovative facilitation skills through an Innovative Facilitation Fellowship programme, focusing on academics and practitioners. A cohort in Asia and another cohort in Africa will participate in an iterative learning process combining theory and practice, a series of regional in person and global virtual engagements and workshop. The project is developing a series of learning tools, including webinars and a facilitation podcast that will be available for the fellows and the wider adaptation community.
 
Participant 5
Full Name: Carys Richards (moderator)
Organisation: PlanAdapt
Bio:

Carys Richards is a research analyst within PlanAdapt, based in the UK. Within the Capacity Strengthening Hub of CLARE she is focusing on Peer Learning and evaluation of capacity strengthening activities. 

Participant 5 Contribution:
The Capacity Strengthening (CS) Hub is working across CLARE to strengthen the capacities of researchers in view of research quality and research-for-impact. It fosters impactful learning formats and modalities, including activities for experiential learning. Most recently, the Hub has been testing these approaches through its Seasonal School, which brought together 40 early career researchers working on climate adaptation and resilience across Africa and Asia. Participants experimented with arts-based action research in 'Mini-Projects’, applying methods such as photovoice and the development of climate narratives in Vingunguti, an informal settlement in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Rather than using traditional presentations, participants communicated their findings through creative formats, encouraging critical thinking and collaboration through art and play. The CS Hub will share its preliminary learning on how arts-based approaches can enhance capacity strengthening, by incorporating emotions into creative expression to deepen learning, making research more impactful, engaging, and personally resonant for researchers and those they work with.






 
