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Policy, media, and the missing public: analysing Dhaka’s pollution crisis


	Introduction
Dhaka, one of the most polluted cities in the world, faces severe environmental degradation, with worsening air, water, and soil pollution. Despite the presence of environmental policies, regulatory frameworks, and media awareness campaigns, pollution levels continue to escalate, highlighting inefficiencies in governance, policy implementation, and public engagement. This study critically examines the systemic failures that contribute to the persistence of pollution, exploring the role of environmental communication, policy enforcement, and community engagement in mitigating these challenges.
Employing secondary document analysis, this research investigates governmental policies, environmental regulations, and media campaigns to assess their impact on pollution control. In addition, qualitative insights from NGO activists and media professionals will be incorporated to evaluate the effectiveness of policy communication and identify critical barriers to implementation. By drawing comparisons with similar urban case studies in South Asia, this study seeks to uncover the socio-political and economic determinants that contribute to policy inertia, limited public awareness, and weak regulatory enforcement.
Methodology
This research adopts a qualitative approach, using secondary data analysis to evaluate environmental policies, regulatory reports, and academic studies related to pollution governance and communication in Bangladesh. Media narratives, including news coverage, government statements, and public awareness campaigns, will be analysed to assess the role of communication in shaping public discourse and policy response. Additionally, remote interviews with NGO activists and media professionals will provide contextual insights into policy effectiveness and public engagement strategies.
A comparative analysis with case studies from other South Asian megacities will be conducted to identify best practices, governance models, and policy interventions that could be adapted for Dhaka. This approach will highlight structural gaps in policy implementation, the limitations of existing environmental communication strategies, and opportunities for improved governance mechanisms.

Findings (expected)
Preliminary findings indicate that ineffective enforcement of environmental policies, coupled with a lack of sustained public engagement, has led to minimal progress in pollution reduction. Media campaigns often fail to drive behavioural change, as they do not sufficiently engage communities or address the socio-economic realities influencing pollution practices. Furthermore, policymakers prioritise economic growth over environmental sustainability, leading to weak enforcement of regulations and inadequate resource allocation for pollution control.
Additionally, this study identifies a disconnect between government-led initiatives and community-driven environmental stewardship. While NGOs and grassroots organisations attempt to raise awareness, their efforts are often fragmented and underfunded, limiting their impact on long-term adaptation strategies.

Significance for Policy and Practice
This research contributes to environmental communication and adaptation studies by highlighting governance failures, communication barriers, and public disengagement in Dhaka’s pollution crisis. The study provides policy recommendations for improving environmental governance, advocating for more participatory, community-based approaches to pollution management.

By aligning with Theme 6: The Art of Adaptation, Communication, and Education, this research emphasises the need for enhanced communication strategies that bridge the gap between policy and public action. The findings will inform adaptive governance models, proposing evidence-based solutions to strengthen environmental policies, increase public awareness, and foster community-led environmental stewardship.
(This research is ongoing, with findings to be further developed in the final dissertation.)
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