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Introduction
Fisherfolk and seafaring communities possess deep knowledge and relationships with the sea, shaping complex, place-based governance systems to navigate change. However, adaptation governance for sea-level rise and ocean degradation remains rooted in modernist ontology (DePuy et al., 2021; Fischer et al., 2022). This disregards the distinct governance systems and ontologies that underpin just and sustainable futures for island and reef communities.
The resistance of relocation in coastal communities represents a critical case to explore these issues (Yee et al., 2020). Yet, there is limited to no literature on the governance of this form of ‘immobility’. To envision the future of island communities, we must look to the past, drawing governance strategies from ancestral knowledge and storytelling. We advocate for climate action rooted in place-based and relational responsibilities, obligations, and roles that have long guided island communities in the ‘sea of islands.’
Objectives
How are traditional governance systems of the seascape facilitating adaptation to climate change in cases of voluntary immobility? 
i) Explore kinship systems in place that are utilized to strengthen adaptation strategies.
ii) Identify enablers and barriers for the continuation of traditional governance systems.
Iii) Integrate findings to inform adaptation policy centered around Indigenous governance systems. 

Methodology

Our study takes place on Qoma Island, in the province of Tailevu, Fiji. We adopt the Vanua Research Framework (Nabobo-Baba,, 2006) and a methodology of ‘walking backwards into the future’ through engaging with oral narratives and storytelling, emerging from talanoa sessions with elders and young on Qoma island. Additionally, we conduct transect walks and dives, and take part in village climate action initiatives, to better understand and document everyday practices of leaning on the past to shape and negotiate futures.

Findings
We find innovative, place-based, governance systems of land and reefs, passed down through stories from ancestors and building on longstanding kinship systems. For example, the “Kana Veicurumaki”, a governance system of customary fishing grounds, promotes stewardship and shared utilization of ocean resources building on obligations of care within the Vanua. 
Adaptation strategies that enable the community to stay in place also include everyday micro-mobilities between islands to land accessed through kinship systems. Community members are able to overcome the limits of their own island by accessing land for plantation of crops within other lands, made possible through stories passed down from elders about relations of care. 
We demonstrate how these kinship systems emerge as everyday practices of adaptation and form the backbone of roles and obligations of the governance system of the Vanua. However, these systems are challenged by climate extreme events and resource scarcity as well as top-down climate and labour mobility schemes, resulting in the disruption of intergenerational governance of the seascape. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
We advocate for a ‘walking backwards into the future’ approach to adaptation, restoring kinship systems, oral histories, and ancestral knowledge in policy and practice. Reviving these systems strengthens cultural continuity, relational security, and locally grounded adaptation, ensuring policies align with Indigenous governance systems.







