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Introduction
The impact of the climate emergency is being felt most severely in Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS), where in some cases a single climatic event is able to wipe off a third of a country’s GDP[footnoteRef:1]. The productive use of renewable energy to support community livelihood simultaneously address adaptation and mitigation measures in remote island communities. [1:  For example, Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu and Cyclone Winston in Fiji wiped out 65% and 33% of Gross Domestic Product, respectively. More specifically, in the case of Vanuatu, a generation of development gains was lost in a matter of mere hours. Experiences like these, as well as with Cyclone Gita in Samoa and Tonga, have reinforced the view that building resilience to climate change and reducing the impacts of disasters from natural hazard risks are real and present challenges for Pacific Island countries.] 

Objectives
1. To showcase the productive use of solar powered technology to support livelihoods, achieve the SDG’s and to build resilience by reconnecting to traditional wisdom, practices and knowledge base.
2. To highlight the importance of utilizing social capital, which involves effective functioning of social groups through interpersonal relationships, shared identity, understanding, norms, values, trust, cooperation, and reciprocity.
Methodology
Using ethnography qualitative research looking at field based case studies on Bamboo and Coconut as two local based material supply readily available in the islands and the use of solar powered based technologies. The case studies highlight the circular economy approach that can meet both mitigation and adaptation targets and build sustainable communities. The case studies are based in the islands of Rabi and Kioa, in Fiji. 
Findings
The use of off-grid solar can contribute towards the achievement of Fiji’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) particularly SDG 4 Quality Education, SDG 5 Gender Equality, SDG 7 Affordable and Clean Energy, SDG 8 Decent work and economic growth, SDG 9 Industry innovation and infrastructure, SDG 11 Sustainable cities and communities, SDG 13 Climate action, and SDG 17 Partnerships for the Goals.
Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Approaches to deploying off grid renewables must integrate the need to support livelihoods. Integrating a livelihood-focused perspective in the early stages of formulating and designing off-grid renewable energy solutions can play a crucial role in maximizing socio-economic development outcomes. This should revolve around delivering tailored solutions based on the local context and conditions, with end-user and community needs at the center.






