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	Background/Objectives
Safe motherhood initiative advocates on ‘Equity for women’ as its foundation strategy. Household level decision making is an indicator of household level equity. The prenatal period is considered as a crucial stage for the pregnant woman and her new-born and decisions made in this period can determine the the wellbeing of the woman and new-born. 

Aims

To describe the involvement of women in household level decision making in the perinatal period in a rural community in Sri Lanka

Methods
Settings and Design:

A cross-sectional study design was used among 403 women recruited by a multi-stage sampling method from field antenatal clinic services in Polonnaurwa District.

Methods and Material:

Data was collected by a household survey, usinga pretested interviewer administered questionnaire.

Statistical analysis used:

Percentages and 95% Confidence Intervals were used to present the findings. 
Results
More than 80% of women were involved in making the selected decisions related to pregnancy. However, involvement in making other household level decisions were comparatively lower. In pregnancy related decisions, all three decisions that determine the health seeking behaviour were taken by the woman and the partner collectively in the majority of households (When to seek medical care: n=152,49.4%; Where to seek medical care: n=190,61.7%; Place to deliver: n=130,42.2%). In other household level decisions, the commonest scenario was to take the decision collectively with the partner, except for spending on food. It was commonly decided by the partner alone (42.2%,n=130). 

Discussion

The women’s involvement in making household decisions in the perinatal period was high. Sri Lankan rural communities probably display a higher level of gender equity in taking decisions in the perinatal period compared to its neighbour countries.
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