
	Knowledge Café
From Tradition to Innovation: Indigenous Leadership and Strategies for Climate Adaptation and Justice in Latin America 


	

Summary:
[bookmark: _Int_2u1Iw6Ua]In the face of escalating climate change challenges, Indigenous communities across Latin America are pioneering a blend of traditional wisdom and modern technological innovation to safeguard their territories, communities, and livelihoods. This session will spotlight the efforts of two Indigenous women leaders from Peru, and a dedicated social scientist advocating for Indigenous and Afro-descendent communities in Central America. Through short presentations and an engaging dialogue, participants will explore how these communities are employing multifaceted strategies – from strengthening community cohesion and leadership to leveraging cutting-edge technologies – to assert their rights, and influence regional and global climate adaptation and justice debates.  


Format: Hybrid format, Spanish with automated interpretation 

The proposed event would be structured as a Knowledge Café, fostering an environment where participants can share experiences, learn from one another, and collaboratively explore new pathways in small group discussions. 


Significance of the event:

This session proposes a unique opportunity to hear directly from Indigenous women leaders who are at the forefront of local climate adaptation efforts in Latin America. By showcasing both traditional and modern innovative strategies, the event will highlight the critical role of Indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples in shaping sustainable climate solutions, providing concrete examples of how to incorporate indigenous knowledge into climate adaptation strategies. It will also emphasize the importance of expanding civic space to amplify their voices in regional and global policy discussions on climate justice.

Expected outcomes:

· Knowledge Sharing: Participants will gain insight into diverse strategies employed by Indigenous communities in Latin America to address climate change, and protect their territories and traditional livelihoods. 
· Innovation Showcase: The session will highlight specific examples of how modern innovation and technology are being used alongside traditional knowledge, to secure territories and rights. 
· Actionable takeaways: Participants will leave with practical insights into how Indigenous knowledge is being incorporated into climate adaptation plans, and on strategies to strengthen civic space to ensure greater Indigenous participation in climate adaptation and justice debates at regional and local levels. 


	PARTICIPANTS

Moderators: 

IDRC Senior Program Specialist (Democratic and Inclusive Governance) 

IDRC Program Officer (physically present in New Zealand) 

Participant 1
Full Name: Ibis Marisol García Apagüeño
Organisation: Federación de Pueblos Indígenas Kechwa Chazuta Amazonía (FEPIKECHA)

Bio:
Marisol,a Kichwaof the Tupac Amaru native community,is the president of  FEPIKECHA, and a member of several Indigenous women’s associations, including the association of Indigenous women sinchi warmikuna (strong women), and the network of women guardians and defenders of water yaku warmikuna.


Participant 1 Contribution: 

Marisol will discuss the efforts of the Kichwa federations of San Martín, Peru, to support Indigenous communities who face challenges to their collective territories in the climate struggle. In addition to adverse impacts of climate change, these challenges include the expansion of illegal economies threatening traditional economies, and State-led land titling programs and climate mitigation programs which encroach and/or exclude Indigenous communities from their territories. Her presentation will highlight the innovative strategies being used to address these challenges, including alliance building, community patrolling, strategic negotiation with the State, and internal reflection within their own organizations.


Participant 2
Full Name:  Wilmer Reyes
Organisation: Red de Desarrollo Sostenible - Honduras
Bio 

Wilmer is the Director of Research at the Honduras Sustainable Development Network, where he focuses on holistic, just, and participatory development for marginalized communities, including Indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples. He has over 24 years of experience and has led more than 15 socio-environmental research and development projects. He currently leads a research project on civic space and climate justice funded by the IDRC.

Participant 2 Contribution: 

Wilmer will explore the link between the climate emergency and civic space, emphasizing the role of inclusive civic spaces in promoting climate justice. His presentation will focus on the socio-environmental movements in the Northern Triangle of Central America, a region characterized by high climate vulnerability, repressive to closed States, increasing deterioration in political rights and civil liberties, hostility towards defenders of environmental resources, and widespread multidimensional fragility. The rich learnings emerging out of the region exemplify the contribution of women, Indigenous peoples, and Afro-descendants in driving forward traditional and innovative strategies to promote climate adaptation and justice. 


Participant 3
Full Name:  Yanet Velasco Castillo
Organisation: Central Asháninka del Río Ene (CARE), Peru
Bio 
Yanet, an Indigenous  Asháninka leader, serves on the Board of Directors of CARE, an organisation which defends the rights of 45 Native Communities of the Ene River basin. He works to advance the collective commitment of the Asháninka people to a harmonious, prosperous future for communities, where traditions and territories are respected.

Participant 3 Contribution: 
This presentation will share the work of the Central Asháninka del Río Ene (CARE) in the conservation and protection of the forests of the Ene basin through its early warning system. This system, implemented by the Asháninka communities, uses technology and ancestral knowledge to monitor and prevent threats such as illegal deforestation, indiscriminate logging, and illegal trafficking of natural resources. Through the training of community members and the implementation of tools such as satellite monitoring and drone overflights, it has been possible to detect illegal activities in real time, allowing for a quick and effective response to protect local ecosystems. In this way, the system not only contributes to the conservation of the forest but also promotes the strengthening of the autonomy and territorial rights of Indigenous peoples, guaranteeing a balance between sustainable development and the preservation of the environment.






