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	Introduction
News media play a key role in the collective adaptation action required for addressing increasing risks from climate change (United Nations n.d.). They are an important source of climate information (Sellnow & Seeger, 2021) and play a significant role in shaping public perception and responses to climate change, including public debate and policy-setting about adaptation (Bowden, Nyberg & Wright, 2021). Sufficient research shows, however, that traditional climate change journalism is ill-suited to addressing the need for climate action (Brüggemann et al. 2022; Craig 2024) and has failed to empower audiences to press for collective and policy solutions (Hackett et al., 2017). This is true in Aotearoa New Zealand, too, where studies have shown mainstream news coverage to be patchy, parochial and dominated by a focus on economic growth rather than strengthening action on climate change (Craig 2024). Clearly, there is a need for journalists to reconsider their approach to climate change coverage (Their & Lin, 2022).

Objectives
This study aims to address these gaps by exploring Aotearoa New Zealand’s climate journalism through Moana/Pacific and Indigenous understandings, such as vā (relationality/space), whanaungatanga (relationships), tā (temporality/time) and kaitiakitanga (guardianship) (Bargh 2020; Koro et al. 2023), to reimagine journalism practices that can better respond to climate crisis. By exploring news texts via a Moana Indigenous lens, this study aims to evaluate whether and how news reports a) reflect Indigenous worldviews of collectivism, care and reciprocal relationship, b) provide alternative framings to conventional ‘objective’ journalism practice, and c) provide a values framework that can support collective adaptation action.

Methodology
Drawing on existing literature on the news media’s role in communicating climate change, this study used the keywords “climate change”, “climate crisis” and “global warming” and a purpose-built data miner tool to scrape 10 leading Aotearoa news sites over a six-month period, 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2024. The news sites comprised Aotearoa’s dominant mainstream, Māori and Pacific news media, which between them yielded a corpus of 902 news articles. A content analysis is being used to identify key media themes, framing and discourse to explore what different media prioritised in their climate coverage and how. 

Findings
Although results are pending, initial analysis reveals key differences emerging in how these media frame adaptation. Mainstream media placed a strong emphasis on government policies, economic strategies and infrastructure improvements, with a broader focus on national and regional adaptation efforts. Māori media focused more locally on agricultural adaptation, conservation and the role of Māori communities with a strong emphasis on cultural values and community involvement – and on support of Pacific communities. Pacific media emphasised climate-induced mobility, the resilience of Pacific communities, and the deep cultural connections between Pacific and Māori, with a focus on practical support and collaboration.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
By teasing out the differences between conventional mainstream media approaches to communicating climate change and adaptation, and Indigenous Māori and Pacific approaches, this research promises to generate new ideas and theorising toward transforming climate journalism practice and climate communication more generally.
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