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Introduction
In the face of already observed climate impacts (marine flooding and coastal erosion) and future risks, Indigenous Kanak communities of the east coast of New Caledonia, a French overseas territory in the Pacific, are relocating or plan to relocate in safer areas. Past and current relocation cases highlight two important drivers of success: customary land availability and financial assistance from the French State. Meeting these two drivers however raises questions for future relocation projects due to a current context of land pressure and conflicts, combined with uncertainties surrounding the political and economic stability today. At a deeper level, the problem is rooted in colonial legacies and induced power relations, which constrain Kanak relocation capacities. One cannot overcome those barriers without taking account of historically-rooted power relations and interdependencies between scales and communities. 

Objectives
We build on fieldwork material collected in New Caledonia between 2024 and 2025 to address two major questions: 
How do scales interplay to allow for locally-led adaptation today, and in light of past experiences? Answering this question requires to understand how to define the “community” (1) in the Kanak socio-cultural organisation, who are the key stakeholders beyond local “community”, and how solidarity across scales is mobilised.
What are the implications on future relocation capacities for Kanak communities?  

Methods
We use qualitative methods encompassing the analysis of historical, anthropological and legal documents in order to understand historical dynamics, as well as discursive elements from 35 semi-structured interviews with members of the Kanak communities of the Touho and Ponérihouen municipalities, Kanak institutions and institutional stakeholders. 

Findings
The results highlight three relational dimensions of relocation in a formerly colonised territory:
Observed relocation cases demonstrate that colonial policies have created economies of dependence tending to concentrate power and means, including finance, in the hands of external (2) and/or at the national-level stakeholders. These cases reveal that external financial assistance and the availability of customary land are both necessary for ensuring successful relocation.  
The challenges today are related to the interrelationships between people, communities and localities. Because of the specific land tenure system inherited from colonisation, the ability of local communities to relocate strongly depends on solidarity between scales and across communities. This communication will detail those interrelations and dynamics to show that today’s relocation capacity of some Indigenous communities depends on the will of neighbouring ones to cede or grant their own lands. 
Regarding challenges ahead, our analysis shows that understanding how colonial legacies affect “contextual equity” (3) is key to determine the capacity of Kanak communities to undertake new relocation projects. Based on this, this communication will propose some ways forward to overcome those barriers.

Implications for science, policy and practice
The relocation capacity is relational by nature, calling for solidarity-driven negotiation within and between local communities, and across scales, to integrate bottom-up and top-down approaches (4) and minimise conflicts. Our hypothesis is that under these conditions, climate-related relocation could help overcome inherited path-dependencies and be a vehicle for long-term climate change adaptation. 

Figure 1. Displaced family in Touho.
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