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The idea of ‘social infrastructure’ has become increasingly key to conceptualising and measuring preparedness for disaster risk reduction and adaptive capacity. While the concept is often limited to physical infrastructure that supports social interaction, it also applies to those interactions themselves, what Aldrich has labelled ‘civic’ infrastructure. This panel examines a more expansive conceptualisation of social infrastructure that encompasses the broader natural world - both the physical infrastructure of ecosystems and the relational entanglements with them. Attention to, measurement of, and investment in social-ecological infrastructure, broadly defined, is key to numerous aspects of adaptive capacity.



	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: David Schlosberg
Organisation: Sydney Environment Institute, University of Sydney
Bio sketch: David Schlosberg is Director of the Sydney Environment Institute and Professor of Environmental Politics at the University of Sydney


Panellist 1
Full Name: Michele Barnes
Organisation: University of Sydney
Bio: Michele is an Associate Professor in the School of Project Management and head of the Social Dynamics and Environmental Change Lab. 
Presentation 1:
Social-ecological network dynamics underpin sustainability outcomes over time

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
Understanding the dynamic interplay between human societies and ecosystems is central to achieving sustainability. Social-ecological network approaches provide a powerful framework for disentangling the complex and evolving relationships between people and ecosystems. While existing research has shown that specific social-ecological network structures can support environmental sustainability, their temporal dynamics and connections to social sustainability outcomes remain poorly understood.


Panellist 2
Full Name: David Schlosberg
Organisation: University of Sydney
Bio: David Schlosberg is Director of the Sydney Environment Institute and Professor of Environmental Politics at the University of Sydney

Title of Presentation 2
Measuring Socio-Ecological Infrastructure for climate adaptation

Panellist 2 Contribution: 
There is significant evidence that community engagement and building social and civic infrastructure leads to multiple benefits in relation to addressing climate change and its impacts. Specifically, it supports disaster risk reduction, community resilience, and leads to more effective adaptation policy. Importantly, attention to social and civic infrastructure is proving more effective in addressing the mental health crises associated with climate anxiety and post-disaster trauma than individual clinical approaches. Further, research indicates that place attachment and multispecies relations are a critical part of communities’ sense of identity and well-being, even though existing understandings of social infrastructure and practices and policies aimed at building it have focused almost exclusively on relations between humans.  Building on our work on multispecies justice, we propose building an ecological approach to social infrastructure measurement that would recognise not only cafes and libraries and the importance of human relationships, but also forests and rivers, and multispecies relationality. We argue that the connectedness considered intrinsic to ‘civic infrastructure’ can be effectively built and sustained not only by building relations amongst humans, but also through caring for and maintaining good relationships with environments and other animals. We expand on a recently developed tool for governments to measure social infrastructure to include the ecological, and methods for engaging community in learning about and prioritising such relations. 

Panellist 3
Full Name: Christine Winter
Organisation: University of Otago
Bio: Dr Winter is Senior Lecturer in environmental, climate change, multispecies and indigenous politics at the University of Otago. 
Presentation 3
Searching for Rainbows: Adaptation justice in the pluriverse

Panellist 3 Contribution: 
Rainbows are dazzling and elusive, as I suggest is justice: we (the world’s people) are always already nearly there but rainbows and justice slip from our grip the closer we get. On the cusp of real recognition and participant in Aotearoa New Zealand’s political processes the rug has been ripped from under Māori–again, as it was in Australia in the Voice Referendum of 2023, as it is being for multiple groups across the USA, and the world with the return of Trump. Adaptation to changes in climatic patterns and the physical environment can follow many paths however increasing inequality (and plutocracy) and hyper-individualist myths in the political sphere suggest we, the people, may well be left on our own. Here I will suggest that the concepts of pluriversalism and relationally embedded in multispecies justice (MSJ) offer transformational hope by disrupting the dualistic paradigms of human | nonhuman, and the one-world world view. The obligations that MSJ places on political institutions encompass all creation, the full breath of Papatūānuku and Ranginui’s domains, and turns away from the individual (and confected individual responsibilities that let politicians avert their responsibilities to assist communities adapt to and, importantly, to mitigate climate change) by suggesting that it is relationships between all earthly beings - animal (humans included), vegetable, mineral, elemental and spiritual - to which justice is owed. 





