Health Promotion Legislation- Against All Odds 
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Ensuring healthy lives and well-being for all (SDG3) and improving food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture (SDG2) would bring co-benefits to social equity, sustainable economic growth and planetary health. Good governance, especially legislation for fiscal policies and regulation, is key to achieving these ambitious SDGs. However, its development and implementation are often obstructed by commercial & political interferences. It is thus critical to help modern health promotion professionals develop roles and skills needed for effective action on policy and legislation. This session will use facilitated dialogues to explore these three issues: a) why a paradigm shift for health promotion is needed; b) what are the risks, obstacles and strategies during health promotion legislation process, and c) how can we develop future leadership competencies for successful health promotion legislation. This will be followed by interactive discussions and debates from the floor. 

Participants will:

· Appreciate the driving forces behind the obesity epidemic that made a paradigm shift from individual to systems approach crucial; 
· Learn the experiences of dealing with commercial influences and turning the tide, from a civil society’s perspective and a government’s perspective;
· Gain understanding of the competences and mindset of contemporary health promotion leadership needed for effectively implementing legislation to protect human rights amongst the many competing interests.

