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Introduction

Peace-centred climate adaptation prioritises social and economic harmony, aiming to address climate vulnerabilities while simultaneously promoting peace and stability. While the rationale for this approach stems from the recognition that climate and conflict often exacerbate each other, the literature linking peace and climate adaptation seldom accounts for whether and how land-water-food security enables peace-centred adaptation. There is limited knowledge on the pillars and levers of change that could enable peace-centred adaptation through land-water-food actions, as well as the political economy issues that may undermine or support such efforts.

In this study, I propose that the pathway to peace-centred adaptation manifest as a continuum and can be co-created with citizens to reflect a multidimensional construct. I argue that this construct comprises multiple domains with specific pillars, levers of change and political economy considerations.

Objectives

· To identify and analyse the pillars, levers of change and political economy factors that contribute to peace-centred adaptation.
· To co-create a framework for understanding natural resources and food security pathway towards peace-centred adaptation

Methodology

The study employed a participatory co-creation approach using citizen lab meetings in the Lake Chad region that brought together diverse stakeholders, mobilisation and integration of local, indigenous, and scientific knowledge. Art forms (drama, dance and drawing) were integrated to explore and dramatise the interplay between natural resource management, food security and peace-centred adaptation. Data analysis involved thematic coding of stakeholder inputs, visual analysis of artistic outputs, and synthesis of co-created pathways to develop a comprehensive framework for peace-centred adaptation

Findings

Key findings reveal natural resource management and food security as important pathways towards peace-centred adaptation, working through: leadership that fosters equitable resource management and citizen agency that drives locally-owned food security initiatives (pillars); education and multi-stakeholder partnerships fostering shared use of land-water-food resources across divided communities (levers of change); and institutional incentives and ideologies related to land tenure, water rights, and agricultural subsidies (political economy considerations). Enhanced social cohesion and economic stability, stemming from improved food security and equitable resource management, were identified as indicators of successful peace-centred adaptation. Co-created pathways are considered by stakeholders as useful for addressing climate vulnerabilities and conflict drivers simultaneously when they are locally valid and locally owned.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

By integrating citizen-led co-creation, political economy insights, and art-based approaches, this study offers policymakers and practitioners a novel framework for envisioning peace-centred adaptation through natural resource management and food security in fragile contexts. This research bridges critical gaps in adaptation practice, revealing a tool for supporting actions that address both climate vulnerabilities and conflict drivers.







