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As the world's largest archipelagic nation, Indonesia plays a crucial role in global ocean economies. Home to a large portion of the Coral Triangle, it boasts incredible marine biodiversity and supplies 25% of the world's seafood production. However, Indonesia's oceans are under immense pressure due to overfishing, unsustainable management and practices, and governance issues. To address these challenges, the government of Indonesia launched Ocean Accounts Indonesia in 2024, a data-driven initiative to improve ocean management and policymaking. By collecting and integrating ocean-related data, it aims to balance marine resource conservation with economic growth and the well-being of local communities. However, for it to succeed, stronger coordination among key stakeholders and better public awareness are still needed at all levels. 

Objectives 
Our study examines Indonesia's Ocean Accounts initiative, exploring the challenges and opportunities in managing ocean and fisheries resources. Engaging stakeholders at national and sub-national levels (Riau and NTB Province), we analyze governments' approach to sustainable ocean management, their capacity to implement Ocean Accounts, and the networks that support them. The study also maps out responsibility and how well stakeholders understand the role of data-driven policies in protecting marine ecosystems. Thus, this study aims to provide recommendations and best practices in Ocean Accounts utilization as a practical tool for more sustainable ocean management in Indonesia. 

Methodology 
We used Ocean Accounts (OA) Diagnostic Tools to evaluate the implementation of Ocean Accounts at national and sub-national levels. This was followed by Participatory Focus Group Discussions (p'FGDs) and in-depth interviews with about 30 selected stakeholders, including government officials, academics, and NGOs, to gather diverse perspectives on sustainable ocean management. We analyzed the data using Actor-Network Theory to identify and evaluate the key actors in policy implementation, alongside Social Network Analysis to explore the relationships and interactions among these social entities. These methods fostered active participation and dynamic discussions, enabling us to collaboratively address Ocean Accounts and support sustainable ocean management in Indonesia

Findings 
This study reveals that Ocean Accounts (OA) implementation is in its early stages, hindered by limited awareness, regulatory inconsistencies, and poor stakeholder coordination. Key challenges include gaps in institutional capacity (e.g., lack of understanding and capacity in implementing Ocean Accounts framework), insufficient funding, and sectoral miscoordination. However, opportunities exist to foster collaboration among key stakeholders in ocean management, enhance sustainable initiatives, and support coastal economies. Strengthening technological tools, like the Ocean Economy Dashboard, can provide policymakers with trend analyses and actionable insights. Additionally, closing data gaps in fisheries accounts and ecosystem health indicators should be prioritized through collaboration with local institutions. These findings underscore the importance of effectively integrating Ocean Accounts into national and regional policies. Further research and cross-sectoral cooperation are essential to strengthen implementation and address existing challenges.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This study supports the Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries in applying Ocean Accounts framework for sustainable ocean management. Our recommendations and best practices enhance the initiative's functionality and sustainability. The study also advocates for evidence-based, inclusive marine policy, ensuring the Ocean Accounts Initiative contributes effectively to Indonesia's long-term ocean governance strategy.

 




