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Pacific Oceans Pacific Climate Change Conference (POPCCC) a platform for Pacific Climate Resilience


	
The panel will present on the Pacific Oceans Pacific Climate Change Conference as a platform for Pacific Climate Resilience.  The main objectives of the POPCCC is to raise awareness about specific challenges faced by Pacific islands as a result of climate change, which Pacific leaders have identified to be the single greatest threat to the security and livelihoods of Pacific people.   The Pacific communities are well aware of the negative impacts of climate change on their homes and livelihoods – it a lived reality for many in the pacific. This is why it’s important to raise awareness of these challenges and also provide a platform whereby solutions and innovations can be shared with those who are living at the frontlines of climate change. 
The POPCCC is providing a platform to promote sustainable solutions and innovations for mitigating and adapting to climate change in the Pacific region, as well as to advocate for global climate action and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. The conference also facilitates knowledge sharing and collaboration among experts, policymakers, researchers and community leaders, as well as a pathway for research and articles to feed into the regional framework and for submissions to global platforms such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  The panelists consist of the co-host of the POPOCCC, the panelists will firstly presentation the outcomes of the POPCCC and contribution to global conferences such as the Adaptation Futures Conference.  Secondly it will present on the POPCCC as a platform and the importance of a pacific regional mechanism through the strategic partnership frameworks with the Pacific Climate change Centre.  It will finally present on the roadmap for the POPCCC5 which will be hosted at the Solomon Islands National University (SINU) and the importance of the     sustainability of the platform and a regional pacific mechanism to  address the impacts of climate change of the blue Pacific Ocean as well as collective efforts to charter a safe and more sustainable future for the people of the pacific.
 
 This session will consist of an interactive format to maximize engagement and idea-sharing. This session will be facilitated by the moderator with the support of three panellists. In addition to the welcome speech, the moderator will clearly explain the items to be discussed in this session and explain the outcomes to be gained from the session. This will include a brief context-staging overview of the activities of the POPCCC which include the outcomes of the last POPCCC4, the strategic partnership frameworks through the Pacific Climate Change centre and the roadmap to the POPCCC5 to be hosted in the Solomon Islands. The three panellists will be invited to provide their insights on their specific roles and approaches including innovations for the sustainability of the platform as well as sustaining a pacific mechanism for climate resilience. 


	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: Ms. Yvette Kerslake
Organisation: Pacific Climate Change Centre, SPREP
Bio :
Yvette is Technical Adviser for Science to Services at PCCC, translating scientific research into practical services that enhance climate resilience across the Pacific. Having previously worked at the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Multi-Country Office in Samoa as well as the Ministry of Natural Resources and environment of Samoa, Yvette has emphasized the importance of partnerships and practical applications of scientific research.


Panellist 1
Full Name: Professor Transform Aqorau
Organisation: Solomon Islands National University (SINU)
Bio 
Professor Aqorau 
Professor Aqorau is an accomplished academic and administrator, with over 30 years of experience in a variety of roles. He has held positions in both academic and administrative spheres, and has worked extensively at regional, national, and international levels.

Presentation 1 Roadmap to the Pacific Oceans Pacific Climate Change Conference 5

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
The presentation will be focused on roadmap for the POPCCC5 with lessons learnt and best practices from Global Conferences such as the Adaptation Futures.  The POPCCC4 conference theme was "Our Ocean, Our Home: Climate Resilience for a Blue Pacific," brought together academics, researchers, scientists, students, civil society actors, decisions-makers and representatives from the arts, faith and local communities, from all over the region and beyond, to discuss contemporary issues and challenges facing the Pacific as a result of global warming and climate events.  The POPCCC consisted of more than 300 participants.  The conference is bi-annual, and the next conference will be in 2026 and will be hosted by the Solomon Islands National University (SINU).  The presentation will provide an overview of the roadmap to hosting and implementation of the POPCCC5 and also contribution from outcomes from Global conferences such as the Adaptation Futures. The presentation will discuss the importance of researchers to engage with all sectors of society, including governments and NGOs, to understand the local conditions and ensure that proposed solutions can be implemented, while retaining their critical thinking and being the conscience of society.  The presentation will also provide a mechanism for the Pacific nations and partners to continue to work together for the sustainability of the POPCCC including resource mobilisation.  


Panellist 2
Full Name: Professor Tuifuisaá Patila Malua
Organisation: National University of Samoa (NUS) 
Bio 
Professor Malua is the Vice chancellor for the National University of Samoa and has  has a high profile in research; particularly in the field of climate and environment,  He has more than 25 years of service and a wealth of experience in academic administration at NUS with her excellent track record in teaching and research; where she has been a member of various collaborations between NUS, regional and international partners as a researcher, consultant, project coordinator or both.

Presentation 2: Outcomes of the Pacific Oceans Pacific Climate Change Conference 4

Panellist 2 Contribution: 
The Presentation will provide an overview of the POPCCC4 and importance of having a multi-disciplinary approach to climate change conferences in the Pacific that contribute to global conferences such as Adaptation Futures.  In general, the POPCCC4 highlighted the importance that all Pacific nations continue their efforts to build resilience through cooperation at the level of governments, collaboration with international and regional organisations, and partnership between private and public actors. It. stressed the fact that academic, scientific and technical research, data and case studies must be "translated" into plain language to inform decision-makers, law and policy experts, industry and grassroots movements and assist them in finding solutions to tackle climate change.   It reiterated the view that the fight against climate change must be informed by the work in the field of grassroots movements and respect for traditional knowledge and indigenous rights; and encouraged efforts to foster support for wide publication and dissemination of research, including through the work of regional organisations.
invited Pacific nations to continue to work together to ensure they have a strong voice in global fora and international negotiations.


Panellist 3
Full Name: Ms Ofa Kaisamy 
Organisation: Pacific Climate Change Centre, SPREP
Bio Ofa is Manager at PCCC. Originally from Tonga, she leads the Centre’s efforts in technical programs on climate change resilience. Ofa has advocated for simplifying climate change information to make it more accessible to Pacific communities and ensuring that scientific findings are relatable and actionable at the community level.


Presentation 3 Pacific Climate Change Center Strategic Partnership framework for the Pacific Oceans Pacific Climate Change Conference 4 & 5

Panellist 3 Contribution: 

The presentation will present on the strategic partnership frameworks of the Pacific Climate Change Centre for the implementation of the Pacific Oceans Pacific Climate Change Conference4 and for the preparation for the POPCCC4. The Sustainability Plan and key frameworks of the Pacific Climate Change Centre were endorsed by the 31st SPREP Meeting of Officials in September 2023. The frameworks are key delivery mechanisms for the PCCC. Each framework has a process for the incubation of Partnership initiatives, engagement process, resource mobilization, monitoring and evaluation and learning. 3. The implementation of the Frameworks for the PCCC is underpinned by strong partnerships with Pacific Governments, applied research institutions, development partners and donors, and the private sector. The frameworks are aligned to Regional and National Priorities as well as the PCCC Governance and the Strategy and Business Plan.  The PCCC is the regional centre of excellence for climate change information, research, capacity building, knowledge brokerage and innovation, hosted at SPREP.  The PCCC deliver capacity development programmes in adaptation, mitigation, climate services and project development including climate security. It also promotes and foster applied research, drive innovation and build capacity in these areas.   The 2024 conference was co-hosted by the Pacific Climate Change Centre, SPREP, National University in Samoa and the Victoria University of Wellington (VUW) and funded by ADB through support from Government of New Zealand And Australia and was hosted at the National University of Samoa.  The POPCCC5 will also be co-hosted by PCCC in 2026.  


	



