	
	
	




	Panel
The special case of Pacific Small Island Developing States and their adaptation strategies


	
Introduction: Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS) face unique challenges when it comes to climate change adaptation due to their geographical isolation, limited resources, and vulnerability to a wide range of environmental threats. These countries often experience firsthand the devastating impacts of climate change, including rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and the degradation of ecosystems that are vital to their social and economic survival. This panel seeks to explore the specific adaptation strategies being developed by SIDS, with a particular focus on the Pacific region, which is home to some of the most vulnerable countries in the world. The panel will address the sector-specific challenges these countries face and highlight the innovative solutions they are employing, including nature-based solutions, to build resilience against climate change.
The objective of the panel is to foster a deeper understanding of the adaptation needs of Pacific SIDS, explore multi-sectoral and cost-effective approaches to adaptation, and discuss how regional organisations such as SPC are supporting these efforts. The discussion will also offer insights into the ways in which local and national stakeholders in the Pacific region are addressing these vulnerabilities, and advocate for a holistic approach to climate change adaptation that integrates multiple sectors such as food, water, health, energy, ecosystems, and land security. The panel will showcase not only the challenges but also the hope and opportunities that exist in the adaptation strategies being developed in Pacific SIDS.

Panel Structure and Contributions:
The panel will be moderated by a representative from the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and will feature key representatives from four countries: Tuvalu, Salomon Islands, the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) and Nauru. Each representative will focus on a specific sector related to climate change adaptation in their country, offering an in-depth look at their respective adaptation strategies.
1. Digital Earth Pacific (DE Pacific) provides critical Earth observation data to support evidence-based climate adaptation, focusing on sectors like coastal management, food security, and disaster risk reduction. By offering free, open, and analysis-ready geospatial products, DE Pacific helps Pacific SIDS make climate-informed decisions, build resilience, and enhance regional collaboration. Through partnerships and capacity development, DE Pacific ensures that data is accessible to all, empowering local decision-makers. Early successes in Tuvalu or Salomon Islands include providing coastal change data for protection strategies and training local agencies in Vanuatu to analyze climate impacts. Despite challenges such as limited technical capacity and funding, DE Pacific is working to address these issues through ongoing support and collaboration
2. Tuvalu and the Republic of the Marshall Islands will present on their respective adaptation strategies focusing on water security, health, and ecosystem preservation. These countries are facing increasing challenges related to freshwater availability, public health risks due to climate-related diseases, and the degradation of vital ecosystems such as coral reefs and mangroves. Both countries have developed integrated adaptation strategies that address these challenges by combining water conservation, health interventions, and ecosystem restoration. The presentation will highlight the importance of cross-sectoral approaches to climate change adaptation and the need for tailored solutions that address the unique challenges faced by SIDS.
3. Nauru will share insights on its “Resilient Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture in Nauru” project, funded by the Adaptation Fund, which aims to strengthen the resilience of coastal fisheries and aquaculture systems. This project, running from 2023 to 2028, focuses on enhancing the adaptive capacity of fisheries and aquaculture to climate change impacts. By introducing sustainable practices, improving resource management, and increasing community engagement, this initiative aims to ensure food security for vulnerable coastal communities. The presentation will also emphasize the role of community-driven adaptation strategies in supporting sustainable fisheries management and ensuring the long-term viability of aquaculture as a critical food source.
4. Fiji

Cross-Cutting Issues and Multi-Sectoral Approach:
The discussion will focus on several cross-cutting issues that are common to SIDS in the Pacific region. One of the key themes will be the multi-sectoral approach to climate adaptation, which recognizes that climate change impacts are not confined to a single sector but affect various interconnected systems such as food security, water supply, health, energy, ecosystems, and land security. The panel will emphasize the importance of addressing these interlinkages through integrated adaptation strategies that consider the synergies and trade-offs between different sectors.
One of the major innovations being explored in these adaptation strategies is the use of cost-effective, nature-based solutions (NBS). These solutions are increasingly recognized for their potential to address multiple challenges simultaneously, offering a sustainable and affordable way to build resilience. Nature-based solutions, such as restoring coastal ecosystems, protecting mangroves, and using sustainable agricultural practices, not only help mitigate the impacts of climate change but also provide additional benefits such as biodiversity conservation, enhanced food security, and improved public health.

Advocating for a Holistic and Long-Term Approach to Adaptation:
A core advocacy of the panel is the promotion of a holistic and long-term approach to climate change adaptation in PSIDS. The panel will argue for the need to adopt adaptation strategies that are not just reactive but also proactive, ensuring the sustainability and resilience of PSIDS for future generations. This includes advocating for long-term planning, adequate financing, and the integration of adaptation into national development plans. The panel will also highlight the importance of local and indigenous knowledge, community-driven solutions, and the role of women and youth in adaptation efforts.
The panel will further advocate for stronger international cooperation and increased financial support for SIDS, urging donor countries and organizations to recognize the urgent need for funding that is specifically tailored to the unique circumstances of small island states. This includes not only immediate disaster response funding but also long-term financing mechanisms that enable SIDS to plan, implement, and monitor their adaptation strategies over the long term.

Conclusion:
This panel will contribute significantly to the growing body of knowledge on climate adaptation in SIDS by showcasing real-world examples of how Pacific Island nations are developing innovative, sector-specific solutions to address the challenges of climate change. By focusing on nature-based solutions, multi-sectoral approaches, and community-driven adaptation, the panel will highlight the critical role that SIDS are playing in advancing global efforts to build resilience to climate change. The discussion will also serve as a call to action for greater international support and collaboration to ensure that the most vulnerable communities in the Pacific and around the world can adapt to and thrive in the face of a changing climate.



	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details:
Full Name: one team leader for a specific topic (water, Ocean Prediction and Monitoring, innovation and design adviser) 
Organisation: SPC
Bio sketch: 

Panellist 1:  an official representative from Tuvalu or Solomon Islands
Full Name: 
Organisation: Government of Tuvalu or Solomon Islands
Bio: 
Title of Presentation: Digital Earth Pacific (DE Pacific): harnessing Earth observation for climate resilience in Pacific SIDS

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
Introduction
Climate change threaten PSIDS livelihoods, culture, infrastructure, and economic stability. DE Pacific, as a regional Earth observation digital infrastructure, delivers decision-ready geospatial products to support adaptation planning and policy across sectors, including coastal management, food security, and disaster risk reduction. By leveraging decades of satellite data, DE Pacific provides PSIDS with reliable Earth observation services that enhance resilience-building efforts.
Objectives
DE Pacific’s primary objective is to enable climate-informed decision-making by providing free, open, and analysis-ready Earth observation data to support PSIDS in designing and implementing adaptation strategies. It aims to:
· Support sectoral adaptation efforts in coastal management, disaster response, agriculture, and ecosystem monitoring.
· Enhance regional capacity development, collaboration, and knowledge-sharing in Earth observations to support a multi-sectoral approach to climate adaptation.
· Strengthen national reporting and planning under frameworks such as the Paris Agreement.

Methodology
Its approach integrates decades of satellite data, cloud-based analytics, partnerships, and capacity development. It engages directly with governments and regional institutions to co-design solutions addressing adaptation priorities. Through the delivery of regional products DE Pacific ensures equitable access to data and information. 
Findings
Early findings demonstrate that routine Earth observation data empowers local decision-makers with actionable insights. Eg, the Coastlines change product provides critical information on land gain and loss trends, supporting coastal protection strategies. Meanwhile, supported machine learning training in Vanuatu is equipping local agencies with the skills to analyze climate impacts using geospatial tools. Key challenges remain (limited technical capacity, access to multi-year funding), but DE Pacific is actively working to bridge these gaps through capacity development and partnerships.

Panellist 2: an official from RMI, Tuvalu or RMI, covering adaptation strategies related to water security
Full Name: 
Organisation: governments representatives
Bio: 
Title of Presentation 2:  Water Security and Pacific SIDS.
Panellist 2 Contribution: 
Introduction
PSIDS face some of the lowest levels of access to safe water and sanitation globally, with around half of the Pacific population lacking basic drinking water and over two-thirds without access to sanitation. Despite efforts to improve water security, challenges such as population growth, disasters, and climate change are outpacing these initiatives. If current trends continue, millions will suffer from water insecurity, impacting public health, development, food and energy security, the environment, and human rights. Addressing this issue requires a major shift in government priorities and increased support from development partners.
Objectives
The session will highlight the importance of accelerated support to empower communities to establish, operate and maintain safe and resilient water and sanitation systems.
Methodology
The session will bring lessons from the Pacific Partnership for Atoll Water Security drawing on key achievements, and the need for resilient water resources; and the Water Security Engagement Strategy highlighting key findings from the desktop study on levels of engagement in water security.
Findings
Key lessons highlight the importance of multi-sectoral engagement in water security for resilience in NAPs, national communications, and development strategies. There's an urgent need for resilient water resources for atolls and low-lying islands reliant on rainwater and vulnerable coastal aquifers. Innovative approaches are essential to building climate and disaster resilience, shifting from business-as-usual to strategies that address extreme vulnerabilities. A key lesson is integrating traditional knowledge and science and strengthening multi-sectoral engagement through mechanisms like the Pacific Resilience Partnership to address low water security action.

Panellist 3:  Nauru (AF projects)
Full Name: Being Yeeting, Fisheries Advisor
Organisation: Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority (NFMRA)
Bio: 
Being is a Fisheries Scientist, who is currently working as Fisheries Advisor for the Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority. Being hold degrees in Zoology, Fisheries and Marine Biology and a wealth of experience in Pacific Islands Coastal Fisheries. He has worked in Government Fisheries Departments and also for the SPC FAME Coastal Fisheries Programme.
Being is very passionate about ensuring the sustainability of coastal fisheries and marine resources given their importance as the main source of food security and livelihoods for Pacific Island people. He recognises the threat that Climate change poses on coastal fisheries in the Pacific and advocates for adaptation as a way to address this threat, especially through utilising financial resources from those countries responsible for it.  He was the main think-tank in developing the concepts behind the Resilient Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture for Nauru Project being funded by the Adaptation Fund. 
Title of Presentation 3
SPC’s Climate Finance Unit advanced the implementation of the Resilient Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture project in Nauru (2025-2028).
Panellist 3 Contribution: 
Introduction
The Government of Nauru (GoN) through the NFMRA will carry out the operational management of the project and day to day implementation of the project activities as well as supporting and managing the Grant Facility operations, namely the operationalisation of the sub-grant projects. The NFMRA are well placed to manage operations on the ground, utilising its essential national knowledge to support and facilitate implementation of activities. Most crucially, the NFMRA will also ensure that activities are carried out in alignment with the CFA and Environment and Climate Change Acts 2020 and ensure national alignment and ownership is paramount across the project. At the direct request of the country, through the DA, SPC’s FAME division will carry out Direct Project Services to support the NFMRA in execution of the project.
Objectives: The climate resilience of Nauru’s population is enhanced due to creation of climate resilient and diversified domestic fisheries and aquaculture sectors, resulting in greater food security, nutrition, and ecosystem health under predicted climate change scenarios.
Methodology
These objectives will be achieved by meeting the following goals:
• The climate resilience of Nauru's domestic fisheries and aquaculture sectors is enhanced to result in greater food security, nutrition, and ecosystem health under predicted climate change scenarios.
• The adaptive capacity of fisheries-dependent communities is increased as a result of enhanced practices and knowledge of sustainable, climate-aware practices.
• The adaptive capacity of national institutions is enhanced through the mainstreaming of climate change resilient approaches in key climate vulnerable sectors.
Findings
Cooperation and complementarity between PSIDS and regional agencies to develop strong and tailored adaptation strategies, and access climate finance. 

Panellist 4: 
Full Name: Dr Jemesa Tudravu, Permanent Secretary for Health.
Organisation: Ministry of Health, Fiji
Bio:
Presentation 4: Building resilient health systems through Climate Resilient and Environmentally Sustainable Health Care Facilities in Fiji
Panellist 4 Contribution: 
Introduction
Fiji is one of the countries in the Pacific that is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. More than 50% of the healthcare facilities in Fiji are located within 100m of the shoreline or riverbank, experiencing inundation due to climate impacts of extreme rainfall, and sea-level rise. Health infrastructure have been destroyed or suffered damages due to Tropical Cyclones such as the 2016, Category 5 TC Winston that damaged at least 88 healthcare facilities in Fiji
Objectives
In response to these climate risks, the Ministry of Health, Fiji, is collaborating with partners and stakeholders to build its health system’s climate resilient.
Methodology
Climate resilience of Fiji health system’s will be built through implementing adaptation strategies guided by the Guidelines for Climate Resilient and Environmentally Sustainable Health Care facilities.   
Findings
Key lessons from the health sector highlight the importance of long term planning, robust scientific data and adaptation strategies to build resilient infrastructure in SIDS.

Panellist 5:  Agriculture adapted to CC 
Full Name: Dr Mark Ero, Head of Entomology for PNGOPRA and member of the Australian Entomological Society & Land resource division (SPC, Lydia Nenai)
Organisation: SPC or PNGOPRA
Presentation 5: coconut production, sustainable agriculture and adaptation to CC




	
	
	



