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	Introduction
Ireland, like many nations, faces escalating climate impacts that threaten its ecosystems, communities, and economy. While Irish climate adaptation policy has developed significantly in recent years, it is becoming increasingly clear that to ensure long-term resilience a more transformative approach to addressing climate change is needed. This will involve not only adapting to existing impacts but also reimagining systems, policies, and structures to proactively safeguard future well-being. This approach requires a shift from reactive measures to more holistic, anticipatory strategies.

Objectives
The primary objectives of this research are to examine Ireland's current climate adaptation policies, assess their effectiveness, and propose where new thinking can emerge. Specifically, the study aims to:
• analyse the strengths and limitations of existing adaptation policies in Ireland,
• identify emerging climate risks that demand a rethinking of traditional approaches, and
• explore how Ireland can develop the capacity to not only manage risks but also support and build resilience across vulnerable systems.

Methodology
A comprehensive review of existing climate adaptation strategies, policies, and reports was conducted to identify the gaps and challenges faced by Ireland in its adaptation journey. Additionally, case studies from international contexts were analysed to draw comparisons and lessons to inform Irish policy and practice.

Findings
The research uncovers several key insights. While Ireland has made significant strides in climate adaptation, many existing policies remain reactive and short-term in nature. The paper suggests that a more integrated approach is needed, one that more clearly acknowledges the role of inter alia nature-based solutions, community-led adaptation, consideration of cross-border risks, and long-term planning. Furthermore, there is a lack of cohesive frameworks that bridge adaptation with mitigation efforts, leading to missed opportunities for co-benefits. Ireland’s regional disparities in climate vulnerability also highlight the need for a strengthening of localised strategies.
Significance of the work for policy and practice 

Significance for Policy and Practice
 This presentation calls for a shift in how Ireland currently approaches climate adaptation. The findings emphasise the importance of moving beyond traditional adaptation to embrace a more transformative model that anticipates future risks and looks to opportunities to proactively build resilience. For policymakers, this study offers a number of practical recommendations including enhancing cross-sector collaboration and embedding resilience thinking into existing policy frameworks. The presentation also provides suggestions for policy to support practitioners working on the ground to develop community resilience.



