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Introduction: Fiji is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change. Between 1993 and 2022, Fiji was the 13th most affected country by extreme weather events[footnoteRef:1]. It ranks 15th[footnoteRef:2] among countries with the highest disaster risk due to exposure to extreme weather events and sea level rise. Approximately 75% of Fiji’s 924,145 people[footnoteRef:3] live within 5 km of the coast, and 27% within 1 km[footnoteRef:4]. Communities are vulnerable to cyclones, flash floods, storm surges and inundation which impacts livelihoods, infrastructure and threatens already fragile SIDS economies. Grey infrastructure coastal protection measures have been observed to provide limited longterm protection. There is a growing need to explore nature-based seawalls, which would also bring important livelihoods and ecosystem service benefits in addition to being cheaper vis a vis concrete seawalls.  [1:  Climate Risk Index 2025.pdf ]  [2:  World Risk Report 2020. https://weltrisikobericht.de/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WRR_2020_online_.pdf ]  [3:  World Bank Group data, accessed 28 February 2025. ]  [4:  Australian Aid Pacific Risk Profile – Fiji. July 2021. https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/pacific-risk-profile_fiji.pdf ] 

Objectives: The Fijian Government has developed various climate policies, strategies and investment plans to enhance its resilience to climate change e.g. National Adaptation Plan, Climate Vulnerability Assessment, National Climate Change Policy 2018-2030, National Climate Finance Strategy. Significant investment is required to strengthen Fiji’s resilience to natural hazards. However, public resources are stretched and larger investment is required from external aid sources. Encouragingly, there is growing interest from development banks and donors in recent years to fund NbS solutions in Fiji. 

The Government of Fiji (GoF) has received over 160 requests from communities for seawalls, illustrating the extent of the problem experienced on the ground. So far it has built 12 NbS seawalls in the two main islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu[footnoteRef:5]. Demonstrating commitment to longterm coastal resilience solutions, the GoF is preparing a National Five year Seawall Strategy, with technical assistance from GGGI. The policy will highlight the country’s priority seawall needs, procedures for NbS seawalls, design typologies for coastlines, local materials’ sources, estimated costs, institutional arrangements and a potential financing approach. This will enable financiers to plan and design investments that are appropriate and aligned to the country’s needs. It would also support development of government capacity to design, build and monitor NbS seawalls effectively.  [5:  Fiji Ministry of Agriculture and Waterways internal documents] 


Methodology: Data on Fiji coastal geomorphology, NbS designs, priority locations, NbS procedures and guidelines, would be collected and analysed using a combination of literature review of government documents on NbS seawall guidance and effectiveness, primary research with the Ministry of Waterways, Climate Change Division and other stakeholders, and tools like GIS mapping of sites including for NbS potential (mangroves).

Findings: While analysis is currently underway, initial findings suggest NbS seawalls, or in some cases hybrid grey-green seawalls, can provide sustained protection and a source of livelihoods to communities. Contextualising NbS designs for sites as per location factors, and potential E&S impacts of sourcing local materials, will be crucial to prevent maladaptation. As the study develops, findings will be validated with stakeholders.

Significance of the work for policy and practice: The policy will be the first ever seawall strategy in the Pacific region, setting a precedent for other PICs who are in similar need for coastal protection. It will serve to coordinate efforts of development partners, donors, CSOs in the sector. 







