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Introduction
Global climate policies recognize the urgent need to address the inequitable impacts of climate change on smallholder agricultural communities. There is growing interest in the concept of transformative adaptation. This tackles the root causes of vulnerability, increases climate resilience, and mitigates the dangers of maladaptation. Systemic resilience is the capacity of a system to adapt and transform in response to unexpected changes, while supporting local communities’ livelihood security in socially-equitable ways. Despite the interest in transformative adaptation, there is limited understanding of how to accomplish this in practice.

Objectives
Much effort worldwide has been directed at Community-Based Adaptation (CBA) initiatives. Local communities are encouraged to develop and implement adaptation measures suited to their specific agricultural contexts. These initiatives often involve community participation, and the integration of climate information into local planning processes. However, there is evidence that climate adaptation efforts, when successful, can often bypass the poorest and most vulnerable. It is particularly important for risk and resilience information and action to reach very local levels and to differentiate between different groups of farmers based on gender and intersectionalities including ethnicity, disability, age. Without careful consideration of who within a community will benefit from a particular resilience-building approach and who needs something different (i.e. without a distinct social equity approach), there is a substantial risk of undermining the goal of ‘Leave No One Behind’.

Methodology
We detail a participatory qualitative methodology intended to nurture locally-led “transformative adaptation pathways” that strengthen social equity and sustainability. We draw upon theories of social equity and justice rooted in participatory parity—values and norms that encourage people to interact with one another as equals and synergistically nurture recognitional, distributional, representational and intergenerational equities. We question how people understand and experience social equity and its relationship to their capacity to adapt. We illustrate the methodological approach with evidence gathered from pilot tests conducted in smallholder communities of Kenya and Philippines.

Findings
Our findings show how understandings of fairness provide a basis for learning, eliciting comparative and contextualized findings that can inform locally led adaptation. We demonstrate that in the face of social processes that typically fuel inequities, participatory tools and learning tactics can serve to empower low-income women and men to identify, contribute to, and monitor actions that nurture their community’s progress towards strong and equitable climate adaptation capacity. We show how this is being operationalized in local authorities in Luzon in the Philippines. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Our methodological approach is of much relevance to policy and practice as the international community struggles to foster inclusive and sustainable responses to the climate challenge.







