Knowledge Café
Bridging Academic Insight and Business Translation for Climate and Circular Action

Significance of the event 
The gap between cutting-edge academic research and its practical application in business is often vast. Many innovations and ground-breaking science insight, particularly in fields like climate action and circular economy, remain within the university ecosystem, never reaching the businesses and industries that could benefit from them. A Knowledge Café provides a platform to bridge this gap by bringing together academics and business communicators. 
Aims and expected outcomes, 
The primary objective of this Knowledge Café is to create an interactive, informal space where academia and business can meet to discuss the latest innovations in climate and circular economy. The event will focus on providing academics with the knowledge they need to understand and implement cutting-edge scientific data and innovations. By facilitating direct dialogue between researchers, community and business leaders, we aim to inspire real-world applications of academic innovations.
Target Audience
The Knowledge Café will target two key groups:
1. Innovators and Academics: Researchers, material designers, and academics from universities who are at the forefront of developing new technologies, materials, and processes in climate action and circular economy.
2. Business and Community Leaders: Entrepreneurs, sustainability officers, and decision-makers from various sectors, including manufacturing, retail, and technology, who are looking to integrate innovative solutions into their operations.
Methods used for cocreation
The Knowledge Café will adopt an interactive and collaborative format designed to encourage open discussions and knowledge sharing. The session will consist of the following components:
1. Introduction and Context Setting: The event will start with a brief overview of the current challenges and opportunities in climate, decarbonisation and circular economy, providing context to the discussions. This will highlight the potential of academic research to address these challenges and the importance of translating scientific innovation into practical business solutions.
2. Interactive Breakout Discussions: Using the World Café method, participants will rotate between different discussion tables, each with a unique focus area. This approach promotes cross-pollination of ideas and helps participants build on each other’s insights. Topics include the barriers to translating science into business, key messages for businesses, and the role of innovation and academic insight in driving decarbonisation and circular economy practices. These discussions will be facilitated by a moderator to ensure productive dialogue and actionable outcomes.
3. Conclusion and Actionable Takeaways: The event will conclude with a summary of the key insights from the discussions and a list of actionable takeaways for both academia and business. These insights will be compiled into a document and distributed by SBN to its members.
Methods for Hybrid Inclusivity
We will be providing opportunities for participants to contribute to discussions and activities. Using interactive tools such as polls, Q&A sessions, and breakout rooms to keep virtual participants engaged and involved in the discussions.
Roles and Responsibilities
Associate Professor Joya Kemper will help facilitate the discussion as a moderator and will present the opening address for the session
Rachel Brown will moderate the online participants and present some comments in the opening address
Simon Shelton will coordinate industry speakers (if necessary and able) and be a moderator 
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