Paper
Children and young peoples’ engagement in climate change adaptation policy in Bangladesh: An understanding from current activities in the reformation process of interim government

Introduction: 
Climate change adaptation is a pressing issue for vulnerable countries all over the worldwide including Bangladesh. The issues are particularly pressing for children and young people who make up 38 percent of the population of Bangladesh. Research also shows that there is a lack of coordination among the stakeholders and weak policy interaction and interlinkages in adaptation processes (Chowdhury et al., 2022; Mickwitz et al., 2009). Including all impacted people in decision making is needed to face the unprecedent challenges and unexpected natural disasters which are testing the limits of adaptation. Children and young people are particularly vulnerable stakeholders to disasters (Martin, 2010) but their voices are less heard in policy making and decision making (Ayeb-Karlsson et al., 2016; Mitchell, 2016; Treichel, 2020). UNCRC shows that youth have the rights to participate, and policy makers and through activism youth have shown their concerns about saving this planet (Doshi et al.). This presentation identifies ways to better engage youth in decision making in Bangladesh.

Objectives:
This paper reports on the author’s study of ways to include children and young people in climate change adaptation policy in Bangladesh, to inform the new Bangladesh reform government.

Methodology:
The research methods reported include a literature review and interviews with Bangladeshi government officials and youth about approaches to urban planning and implications for climate change adaptation in Bangladesh conducted between 2018-2021.

Findings:
This paper argues for improving the linkages between government bureaucrats and youth leaders to improve accountability and transparency in the adaptation process. The youth interviewed in this study wanted more to say in urban planning including allocation of funding, development of green space and tackling flooding and transportation. The current interim government in Bangladesh can involve more youth voices in climate change decision processes. After the July revolution in 2024, three young people are now leading at advisory level working with Chief Advisor Professor Muhammad Yunus. This paper advocates a new “PLAY” model (Hasan, 2021) of participation, leadership and activism of youth to support policy making in the reformation process including climate change adaptation and policy making. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice:
This research work is important for sustainable policy and practice of climate change adaptation process in the vulnerable developing countries where youth have traditionally had less scope, and opportunity to engage their energy and activism in policy making. (Rousell & Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles, 2020). It offers a new PLAY model for engagement of youth in climate developed by the author.
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