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Introduction
Cities are at the forefront of addressing climate change challenges. To achieve targets of 1.5°C global warming, cities must rapidly cut emissions, while adapting to inevitable impacts already being experienced. Despite the growth of novel approaches addressing both mitigation and adaptation, adoption of innovation in finance, policy, collaboration and partnerships must accelerate to achieve global transformation (UNEP, 2023). In assessing the readiness of cities for climate innovation, focus often falls on measuring technological innovation from a sectoral perspective. Limited studies assess climate innovation in cities across all sectors and systems including policy, processes, collaboration, business models and financing. Local context in shaping innovation readiness is understudied, partly resulting from lack of holistic assessment methods for contextualized adaptation, and the lack of context-specific indicators for systemic assessments.  
This study focuses on testing and operationalising the Climate Innovation Readiness Navigator (CIRN) for Cities and Local Governments, developed by the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy (GCoM) and Arup, by assessing selected municipalities in the Oceania region.
Objectives
This study aims to evaluate CIRN’s usability and effectiveness in assessing regionally appropriate innovative climate solutions. The overarching research question is "How can the 'Climate Innovation Readiness Navigator ('CIRN') be improved so that it provides a feasible, regionally contextualised and valid ways of assessing municipalities' climate innovation readiness?"
Methodology
The pilot test includes three phases: a desktop review of relevant policy landscape and data available of five participating municipalities (Merri-bek and Melbourne, Australia, Christchurch, NZ, Honiara, Solomon Islands, and Lautoka, Fiji) against the indicators of the CIRN; focus groups with a small group of city leaders and others from each participating municipality to verify the results from the policy analysis; and a focus group with selected city leaders from across the region to present the case study findings and evaluate the efficacy of the CIRN in providing a mechanism for navigating/self-auditing climate innovation readiness. 
Findings
The assessment results identified various shared opportunities across Oceania’s cities, including autonomous decision-making capacity under higher level governance purview, access to adequate finance and human resources to undertake local-level initiatives, and coordination capacity with other sectors, including private enterprise, academia, and civil society. These findings inform actions for effective collaboration and partnerships. The results also revealed that the Navigator is less effective in assessing contexts that are resource and data poor, and therefore it could be adapted to navigate and guide future climate actions.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This assessment serves multiple strategic functions within the regional climate action framework, contributing to more effective resource allocation and capacity building initiatives in the region. Furthermore, it supports development of regionally appropriate climate policies and initiatives enabling experimentation to test innovation, while simultaneously strengthening multi-level governance structures between local, national, and regional authorities. This granular understanding of regional innovation readiness also enhances the effectiveness of international climate finance and technical assistance programs, ensuring they are appropriately tailored to the specific needs and capabilities of Oceanic cities and their communities, in line with World Bank (2023) findings.  






