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Introduction
Chile's water governance system is undergoing a critical transition, moving from a neoliberal, privatised model to a more democratic, public-oriented framework in response to an ongoing crisis. This transformation is occurring against the backdrop of intensifying climate change impacts, particularly evident in rural areas such as Petorca, where conflicts over water access have escalated significantly. 

The water crisis and its governance challenges in Chile are not solely attributable to climate change; rather, they emerge from complex interactions among water management policies, ecological systems, agribusiness and local community needs. This study examines the water governance crisis through the lens of aspirations, desires, and demands of water actors in Petorca and at the central level in Santiago, including various water agencies. 

Thus, adopting this approach, the research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the socio-ecological and legal dynamics shaping Chile's water governance crisis landscape.

Objectives
· Analyze the transition of Chile's water governance from private to a more democratic, public-oriented, focusing on its impacts on rural communities and ecosystems.
· Examine the aspirations, demands and frustrations of Petorca residents regarding water access and governance.
· Investigate the demands and perspectives of water agencies and actors at  Petorca and the central level in Santiago.
· Evaluate how the rights of future generations can be upheld in the new water governance framework.
· Assess the implications of this transition for the food-water-biodiversity nexus in Chile.

Methodology
This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining short ethnographies, participatory observation, semi-structured interviews, and thematic analysis in Petorca and Santiago. The research is grounded in political ecology and hydrological territory frameworks and is complemented by a legal method analysis of Chilean water laws and Supreme Court rulings.

Findings
Preliminary results indicate significant tensions between agribusiness interests, particularly avocado producers, and local communities' water needs in Petorca. The study reveals a complex interplay between various actors, including water agencies like the General Water Directorate, the Water Works Directorate or the National Commission of Irrigation. The research also highlights the critical role of grassroots movements like MODATIMA in advocating for water rights and shaping the new water governance model.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This research offers crucial insights for policymakers and practitioners grappling with water governance crises in the context of climate change and social conflicts regarding water access and management. It demonstrates the potential of reversing privatization trends to achieve more equitable and sustainable water management. The study's findings can inform the development of policies that balance economic interests with water justice and environmental sustainability, while considering the aspirations and demands of diverse water actors across different levels of water governance.
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